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THE LANCET, Janvary 6, 1866. 


Teetures 


RECENT ADVANCES OF OUR KNOWLEDGE IN THE 
DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT 


FUNCTIONAL NERVOUS AFFECTIONS. 
By ©. E. BROWN-SEQUARD, M.D., F.RS, é&e. 


LECTURE I. 

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE CAUSES, DIAGNOSIS, AND 
TREATMENT OF FUNCTIONAL NERVOUS 
AFFECTIONS. 

GenTLemMEN,—The principal objects of these lectures are to 
point out the practical value of the great advances recently 
made in our knowledge of the normal and morbid states of 
the vital properties and functions of the various parts of the 
nervous system, and to show what progress we owe to experi- 
ments on animals, and to clinical researches on the therapeutic 
effects of many remedies, old and new. Before entering, how- 
ever, into the study of our knowledge of the diagnosis and 
treatment of each type of the functional nervous affections, 
I propose to examine, in this lecture, some of the general 
principles of symptomatology, of diagnosis, and of treatment, 
in almost all the varieties of these affections. 

One of the most important of the recent advances in phy- 
siology and pathology consists in the demonstration that the 
nervous conductors of the various kinds of sensitive impres- 
sions and of the reflex phenomena, and also for the transmission 
of nervous force to muscles, bloodvessels, &c., are absolutely 
distinct one from the others as regards their functions. Leaving 
aside the nerve-fibres of the brain, some of which have func- 
tions altogether different from those of other parts of the 
nervous system, I have ascertained that, besides the four dis- 
tinct kinds of nerve-fibres of the higher senses, there are at 
least eleven distinct kinds of nerve-fibres in the spinal cord 
and in the cranial and other nerves. The following table shows 
what are the distinct functions of these eleven kinds of nerve- 
fibres.* They are— 


lst. Conductors of impressions of touch. 

tickling. 

5th. ~ contraction (muscular 


sense), 

6th. Incito-motor conductors. 

7th. Incito-nutritive and secretory conductors. 

8th. Voluntaty motor conductors. 

9th. Involuntary motor conductors. 

10th. Vaso-motor conductors. 

llth. Nutritive and secretory conductors. 

I need to say that the number of distinct nerve-tibres 
is proba) by this table; but the 
demonstration of the distinction of other kinds of nerve-fibres 
(such as those serving to sensations of hunger, thirst, 
or to voluptuous sensations, &c.) is not yet sufficient. 

Almost all the symptoms of functional (and I mi 
also, of organic) nervous affections take place 
other of three modes of 
functions of the fifteen ki 


it say, 
one or 
and 


* I have shown that the nerve-fibres serving to sensations of touch, of 
aly completely distinet 


i 


the first of these three modes of alteration constitutes anes- 
thesia, the second hyperdsthesic, and the third is the cause of 
morbid sensations (including the so-called referred sensations). 
I will not enter into details here about the kinds of nerve- 
fibres which I call incito-motor, incito-nutritive or secretory, 
or about those which I simply name nutritive or secretory ; 
but as it would be impossible to the future lectures 
of this course without some knowledge of the properties and 


functions of these nerves, I will give, as briefly as possible, a 
notions concerning their ant pathological 


Ist. Incito-motor nerves.—These are the well-known excito- 
motor nerves of Marshall Hall. a many facts prove 
that they are absolutely distinct from the sensitive nerves. 


the movements of & of or animal 
(including the excretory ducts o loodvessels, &c. 
originate through an irritation i by these incito- 
motor nerves. 

2ndly. Nutritive and secretory nerves, and incito-nutritive 
and secretory nerves.—That more iate names should be 
given to these nerves, I will not deny; but so as their 


| real mode of action remains somewhat doubtful, I think it is 
better to call them by names which only imply what we posi- 
tively know of them—i.e., that they are agents of modification 
of secretion and nutrition. The secretory and nutritive nerves 
are in many respects the antagonists of the vaso-motor nerves. 
While these last nerves, when put in action, produce a con- 
traction of bloodvessels and all the phenomena which I have 
shown to ensue from that contraction (such as a diminution in 
the quantity of blood, a diminution of sensibility and other 
vital properties and of secretions),* the nutritive and secretory 
nerves, on the contrary, when put in action, occasion a dilata- 
tion of bloodvessels and all the mena that ensue from it, 
as shown first by experiments of Czermak — of Cl. Bernard. 
I pro long (im my lectures at the College of Surgeons 
an the action of these nerves, which 


becomes more and more probable with the frequent discov 
of new facts concerning pam nerves. The explanation is, that 
the secretory and nutritive nerve-fibres act upon the tissues so 
| as to increase their chemical eae ge with the blood, and 
| that, in consequence of this increase of chemical interch » 
| blood is more attracted to the and, as an effect of this 
greater afflux of blood, there is a dilatation of bloodvessels. In 
many of the future lectures | will mention phenomena due to 
this dilatation of bloodvessels from an irritation of this - 
liar kind of nerves. I will only add now to what I have 
already said on this subject, that it is chiefly by a reflex action 
that these nerves produce their peculiar effects. The redness, 
the congestion of parts attacked with neuralgia or of neigh- 
bouring parts, the secretion of tears when the eye is irritated 
or the skin of the face pinched, the secretion of mucus from 
the nose, or from laryngeal, tracheal, or bronchial mucous mem- 
branes, or the diarrhea produced by cold, and an immense 
number of facts in which there is a congestion or a secretion as 
a result of an irritation of cutaneous or other nerve fibres, are 
all effects of the iar influence exerted by secretory and 
nutritive nerve-fibres on glands and other tissues. 

These nutritive and secretory nerve-fibres are, as I will try 
to prove in future lectures, the ts of production of inflam- 
mation, suppuration, and ulceration, by a reflex action. They 
are the channels of production of meningitis, of encephalitis or 
myelitis, when those inflammations are due to cold, to a burn, 
or to a vi affection. They also have a share in the 

uction of many functional nervous affections, and particu- 
ly tetanus. Besides, through the agency of these nerves 
much may be done for the treatment of nervous affeciions, as I 
will show hereafter. 

The incito-secretory and nutritive nerve-fibres are the inci- 
dent or centripetal nerve-fibres which, by a reflex influence, act 
upon the centrifugal rye and nutritive nerve-fibres. Their 
distinct existence is not fully demonstrated, but many facts 
render it extremely probable. 

The causes of functional nervous affections can be divided 
into several . Ist, An irritation by worms, by teething 
or decayed teeth, by cold, by a burn, a wound, an inflamma- 
tion, a neuralgia, &c., of centripetal nerve-fibres (the incito- 
motor, the incito-nutritive, and some others), 2nd. An altera- 
tion in et the quality of blood. 3rd. Both the 
two ing kinds of causes coexisting together, as in cases 
of typhus fever, of varicla, of diphtheria, of uremia from dis- 
ease of the kidneys, &c. 

* See Course of Lectures 
Nervous 


on the Physiology and Pathology of the Central 
1960, p. 142. 


OW THE | 
or 
Those three modes consist in: Ist, a diminution or loss of 
; 2nd, an increase of power ; 3rd, 
: ease a great variety of phenomena. “In the nine ki of 
conductors serving for the transmission of sensitive impressions 
the posterior roots of the a 
tween the fibres of the two sof the y in that nervous centre, they 
form in it distinct groups or columns of conductors; so that an alteration, 
limited to a smal! part of the spinal cord, may strike either the column for ‘ 
a en one of the other two kinds of conductors of 
sensitive _~ — I have shown, also, that the conductors for the mus- 
Seow ffer from the conductors ‘> spoken of in this respect, that 
do not decussate in the spinal but that they form also a distinct ~ 
column in each lateral half of that organ. (See Journal de la Physiologie de : 
No. 2210. : A 
4 


[Jan. 6, 1866. 


7th, amblyopia or amau- 
of the camdanhes or of 
f the secre- 


“Teal 


I of the wil we 
times can, at least in a certain measure, prevent the production 


of reflex phenomena. 

T will not say more at present on this subject, pare Se 
flex action (i.e., through a mechanism similar to of reflex 
movements) that the morbid effects of an irritation of centri- 
petal nerve-fibres take place.* 

2nd. The degree of excitability of the different parts of the 
nervous system may increase or decrease ly in the same 

under the influence of various causes,—This proposition 
of so great an im; in the diagnosis and treatment of 
nervous affections, that it is only by the light it throws on 
many otherwise obscure cases we are i 


* Inone of the lectures I will explain why I do not admit the views 
Se pergoundes by . Lister and Dr. Handfield Jones on the so-called 
“inhibitory” nerves. 


See Proceedings of the Royal , vol. viii, 1857, p. 698; and Journal 


motor, vaso-motor, and nutritive nerves. 3rd. An afflux of 


ither to i i is di 
ine, chloroform, 


&e. 
have 


matter) and 


of its length, and to such a 
citability seems nil or is very sli 


ON SPASMODIC STRICTURE OF 
(ESOPHAGUS. 


By WILLIAM BRINTON, M.D., F.R.S., 
LATELY PHYSICIAN TO ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL, 


Tue rare cases best included under the above title claim 


the combatants were barely able to cover his retreat. 
With a hasty reference of these rare cases to the class of 


* See Journal de In Physiologie, vo. 1868, p, 44, and vol. il, 1800, 
P- 


2 Tae Lancer,) DR. BRINTON ON SPASMODIC STRICTURE OF THE (ESOPHAGUS. 
I will not now insist on the mode of action of these caudes, | [iii 
as that will be better done in treating of each nervous affec- | blood, such as occurs merely by gravitation, or after a section 
tion separately ; but there are a few general remarks which ora paralysia ofthe aympatheticmerve, ora lesion ofthe spina 
| will be in their By Se eee introductory lecture. | cord, the medulla oblongata, or the base of the brain, will also 
Thue db toe gional 7 which particularly deserve atten- | increase the excitability of peripheric nerves in the parts where 
tion :— this afflux takes place. 4th. Certain remedies or poisons (strych- 
same centripetal nerve may » the greatest variety of effects, rpnalcord toa ; whi ers, as atropine, 
This roform, &c., will diminish it considerably. 5th. Certain 
is well illustrated by the effects on the eye of a neuralgia of See SO eS et eee 
the infra- or supra-orbitalis nerves. There are cases showing : | tremely the reflex excitability po eed gh een 
It, spasm of the sphincter ofthe pup; 2ad, Sr spinal axis. 6th. A great loss of anemia, chlorosis, 
spasm of the orbicularis palpebre ; paralysis of the orbicu- | will also increase the reflex excitability of the nervous centres. 
laris ; 5th, paralysis or of one or several of the muscles | The increase of reflex excitability in cases of extreme de- 
of the ocular globe, 6th, photophobia ; So | 
ee ee eS i cient nutrition, would be very difficult to understand if 
other parts of the eye ; 9th, diminution we did not know that the reflex excitability of the spina! cord 
tions of the lachrymal and other glands; 10th, a cataract; | can be increased under the influence of certain substances 
11th, a glaucoma. (strychnine, principally) when no blood at all remains in the 
Other instances, though less striking, might be adduced. I gn 
will only mention what we know as regards the effects of cold | bility of doubt by Messrs. Martin-Magron and Bui * The 
air on persons coming out of a theatre. One may be attacked | excitability of sensitive nerves may also be increased when the 
with a sore throat, a second with ophthalmia, a third with 
enteritis, a fourth with a nephritis, and many others with an Toque tah have bean @inenel to air or cold water. It 
h @ facial paralysis,» d others with almost every other partial | point, that certain substances contained in blood in 
paralysis, or wit} chorea, with contracture, with meningitis, | quantity or quality will act on the excitability of nerve-fibres 
7 or an inflammation of some part of the nervous centres. | in the nervous centres, or in the nervous trunks and branch 
cited gan ty Go of 
is sudden lowering ; 
in most of such cases, however, it is the front part of the chest 
is probable e variety omena followi of the nerves, I wi ly mention— lst, 
op f nerve-fibres on differen that the excitability of the same nerve varies in different parts 
of excitability of some parts of the nervous centres in different that in some parts the ex- 
individuals. I have examined carefully, on a large number of 
men, the effects of tickling the sole of the foot, and found that | considerable; Znd, ve eee 
these phenomena differed considerably in different individuals. | that the excitability of muscles, of nerves, and of the spinal 
In one, laughter predominated ; in another, ape cen | cord may be very much increased while the force developed by 
screaming, or shedding of tears, or jerks either in the irrita the action of those parts is very small. For instance, atrophi 
: limb or in both lower limbs, or a general trembling, or a | muscles unable to contract with half the force shown by healthy 
the | muscles, will, however, contract under the influence of an ex- 
irritated limb add that in some individuals there | citation that will produce no effect on healthy muscles. 
was hardly any effect prodiced when, being prepared for the 
special interest under two aspects : firstly, the extreme prac- 
‘ tical importance of distinguishing them, at their yery vutset, 
from those organic contractions of the esophagus which they 
simulate ; and secondly, their bearing on the pathology of in- 
nervation in the viscera of the trunk. 
Two instances of cesophageal disease I have seen, such as 
pletely, inexcitable in a healthy condition, become excitable, | may at once be excluded from the above group. Twice, at an 
interval of many years, I have had occasion to recognise 
several morbid causes. om ge parts, I will point out | during life, and verify after death, a remarkable passive dila- 
the grey wuatter of the cord, and the nerves of the | tation of the tube, associated with a remittent, but almost 
tendons, aponeuroses, dura mater, periosteum. bowels, bladder, of ite ~ 
: kidneys, and some other viscera. Many causes, different uninterrupted, paralysis walls, resulting in " 
one froms the othens, may increase the excitability of the various ference with deglutition at times quite approaching that 
: parts of the nervous system. I will mention here only the | ordinarily seen in true stricture. That the dilatation was not 
principal of these causes: Ist. I have found that muscles, | due (as might seem: possible) to accumulation behind a spas- 
bare, and parti y when the air in contact with them is | 4) :. sh the : of mere failure of 
| congestion or an inflammation will increase the excitability of | SWallowing, as contrasted with the symptoms mentioned 
j nervous tissues low. One of these cases was associated with an early stage of 
Spindl coca, wh d some parts of the white columns of the | thoraci+ tubercle ; in the other necropsy, the examination was 
: sa be soakies consequence of that increase, will be- | limited (or rather shortened) by the retreat of the dissector 
| ; heat, of tickling, &c., and phenomena due totam i ‘tation of from an Irish wake, in which the partisans of pathology among 
| 
i 


Tae Lancer, )} DR. PROTHEROE SMITH ON A CASE OF CHOLERA. [Jaw. 6, 1866. § 


| That this « hitch” should (as it seems to do) 
p= he and intelligible instances of 
of some the 


stomach, 
intelli part of s wing is con into an involuntary one, 
may be followed, in any wakes cxibanste a of tissue from striped muscle to 
i fibre-cells, intelligible. 
The cure is the last and p 
have not found any case of spasmodic 
a. treatment proper for the above variety of dyspepsia. 
it is not so beng Grosvenor-square, 
ol easy Broox-street, Dee. 20th, 1865, 


ON A CASE OF CHOLERA. 
By PROTHEROE SMITH, M.D. 


Tue following brief notes of a case of cholera, which I have 
recently attended in Westbourne-park, will probably be 
phagus. patient sometin thought of sufficient interest to warrant publication in Tur 
over which the food ‘‘ scrapes” y Lancer. 

i Mrs. ——, a widow lady, aged seventy-one, had lived in 
= ae India in the upper province of Bengal for eighteen years till 

1838. She became the subject of Asiatic cholera whilst marching 
in company with her husband, a colonel in the army, towards 
the Himalaya mountains in 1833, on which occasion she had 
cramps and diarrhea, with rice-coloured motions and vomit- 
ing. Having no medical adviser at hand, she took of her own 
accord calomel in ten-grain doses, and speedily recovered from 
the attack. Her general health continued good till about 
gularity of the bowels, contrary to her usual habit, so that 
occasionally she became constipated for two or three days, 
which condition was followed by diarrhea, which occurred 
only during the night, for three or four days successively, the 
bowels remaining quiet in the daytime. During the last three 


ficiently 
preted to 
The 


On this day, at two p.m., I was first called to the case. I 
found her in bed. Her countenance was anxious, her face 
livid, lips blue, hands and arms dark blue; the 

and intermittent ; the tongue was 
ellow fur, and was 


ii 


necessary every i 
blankets, and to be fomented with 


il 2 
classes of case in the 
thus to show how th 
normal contractions of 
large review of such c 
numbers) they reach a 
not only striking and se 
tion from a new deposit 
In such a physiologi 
looks to distinguish t 
and clumsiness in swallowing, Irom what are provavly 
| localized errors of deglutition. From those who can swallow 
cannot ibly wa pill, to the ical, or even 
egree. But it would not be difficult to trace analogies in the —— 
mean true organic stricture. weeks she has had, as she says, ‘‘ great disgust for food,” and } 
inctions are briefly these. Where regurgitation | she has remarked that the urine greatly diminished in quantity 
it is, the | the 18th inst., when it was wholly suppressed. 
know at a bolus 
sojourn forty or fifty seconds 
time) before its return, is almost characteristic of 
cture 
Another curious some degree distinctive) feature i which she said tasted bitter. The bowels had acted eight ’ 
more resen' of solids. Both ulceration and or- | ™0tions. Had voided no urine during the day. Her abdomen 
ie stricture are of course contrasted with spasmodic stric- | ¥** *°ft, somewhat tympanitic, and very tender to the touch. 
The history of these cases is no less characteristic. They | -. face and extremities, especially 
are, almost invariably, associated with a dyspepsia ; which is 
evidently of gouty origin, is attended with great acidity and for food. weenie a talking. pone er 
loading of the urine with uric acid and urates, and is often | Softee" ough ale was perfectly calm and self:possessed. ‘The , 
connected with tympanitic distension of the stomach and in- treatment int Lofad ight of aron tie confecti halk 
Thie-brings me to what I believe is the simple explanation | Powder, bicarbonate of soda, of each half  drachm ; tincture / 
careful physical examination of the abdomen constantly shows ee SS ~— 
digestive canal are influenced by irritations extrinsic to itself : 
so that, for example, I have often seen intestinal obstruction large flannels wrung out Was 
imitated by spasm originating in renal or hepatic irritation. effected and the cramps ceased, when the whole chest and : 
In these spasmodic strictures, which often interrupt and re- 
place copious habitual eructations of gastric flatus, and still | “24 mustard during the To drink brandy and warm 
oftener subside the moment such eructations are permitted or water freely. . 
acidity, or irritation, either coursing in the to the walls | better. ong Doseme senp. maievel adopting the above 
of the esophagus inclusively, or developed here with the aid 
of any decomposing secretions or ingesta which may chance to | {fom the time the bet i She experienced the most 
causes a “hitch,” a “‘spasm” in its muscular J She 
casual indiscretion of the can notoriously bring on in now fee f pain in the ba nana sung ag. 
* On this I may refer to Dr. Handfield ing and sickness have not returned. Her tongue is moist, 
On Functional Nervous Disorders.” “Churchill | fur is clearing off; her countenance is relieved of all 
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DR. G. BUCHANAN: CLINICAL SURGICAL CASES. 


anxiety ; the face and hands are no longer cold and livid ; the 
extremities are warm and natural in appearance; the pulse is 
= and only 76, In fact she is apparently convalescent. I 

we advised her, however, to continue the fomentations and 
poultices, and to remain in bed. 

20th.—With the exception of slight remains of fur on her 
tongue, which is rapidly clearing, and some flatulence, the 
grave symptoms of the 18th have wholly disappeared. 1 still 
recommend her to employ the fomentation once daily, and the 
poultice to the abdomen for another night. 

22nd.—Yesterday she left her bed contrary to advice, and 
sat up for an hour or two insufficiently clad ; the result was a 
slight return of sym viz., some diarrhea, with occa- 
sional sickness, which continued more or less till this after- 
noon. She was advised in the above-mentioned 
remedies, and to keep her 

26th.—There has been no sickness since the 22nd, though 
there has been at night a disposition to diarrhcea, with occa- 
sional griping. She is looking much better; her pulse and 
tongue are normal ; there is no abdominal tenderness nor tym- 

tis. She takes beef-tea and farinaceous food, with brandy, 
Freely, without nausea ; so I hope in a few days more she will 
cease to require medical aid. 
Park-street, Grosvenor-square, Dec. 1365. 


CLINICAL SURGICAL CASES. 
By GEORGE BUCHANAN, A.M., M.D., 


SURGEON TO THE GLASGOW ROYAL Ls FIRMARY. 


No. IV. 


CHEILOPLASTIC OPERATION FOR DEFORMITY FROM CANCRUM 
ORIS. 

Joun C——, aged seven years, was admitted a patient to 
the Royal Infirmary in the month of February, 1863, with a 
very unsightly deformity. He had been the subject of cancrum 
oris some three years previously, and the ulceration had left a 
large gap in his right cheek. During cicatrization after the 
disease had ceased, the affected parts were much matted to- 
gether, so that the lower jaw was almost entirely fixed. On 
admission the state of matters was as follows :—The original 
disease is completely arrested, and cicatrization perfect. On 
the right side of the face there is an opening in the cheek about 
the size of half-a-crown, but oval in shape, through which the 
patient protrudes the tongue, and also supplies himself with 
fluid nourishment. The edges of the opening are firmly united 
to the alveolar process of the upper and lower jaws, and the 
skin over the right side of the lower jaw is attenuated and 
firmly adherent to the bone, so that the soft parts can scarcely 
be moved. ‘The teeth are jammed ther, and fixed by firm 
cicatricial tissue further back than the posterior edge of the 
opening. Neither nor probe could reach this spot, so it 
could not be discov: if the union was osseous or fibrous. On 
asking him to attempt to open the mouth, the masseter was 
found to act powerfully, but only with the effect of —— 
smallest ble motion of the jaw, which was clearly 
to the articulation. 

On carefully examining the state of the parts, I found 
rather an extensive operation would be required to ir the 
deformity, during the performance of which I to find 
an opportunity for forcing open the jaws. 

The ing was conducted while the patient was under 
chloroform, in the following way :—The — of the openi 
were rawed by cutting off a quarter of an inch of the cicatri 
tissue all round. The cheek was then raised from its attach- 
ment to the superior maxilla as far up as the infra-orbital fora- 


it better to finish the plastic 


the little boy left the hospital with the gap in his cheek com- 
pletely filled up, his parexte preferring to 
ceeding till he got a little older and stronger. 
Re-admitted Nov. llth, 1865. He is near] 


and the teeth till it comes opposite the opening; then with 
the food against the teeth till it 
with saliva, when it easi 
slips in and is swallowed, In this way he can take a 
hospital. 


the teeth; but a slight movement of the left a 


right angle of the mouth, towards the ear, to the middle of 
the masseter muscle. The soft parts which were adhering to 
the lower jaw were dissected off, and the firm cicatrix which 
formed the bond of union between the jaws was exposed. I 
tried to cut it through, but it was too hard for a strong knife, 
so I applied A —— saw and divided it for an io, then 
snipped it still further with cutting pliers. An apparatus, 
cont of two flat iron plates which could be rately 
pore by strong lever power, was now inse into the 
groove made by the saw, and by main force the jaws were 
separated, the remaining points of union giving way. Still the 
interval was not very large, so I removed a portion of bone close 
to the ramus with the cutting pliers, and now the teeth on 
the affected side were easily held apart to the extent of an inch. 
A wedge-shaped piece of cork was firmly inserted so as to 
keep up the interval during the period of cicatrization, and 
the wound in the cheek was united by silver sutures. Nothing 
wound united by first intention, and the little fellow kept in 
the cork wedge for eight days, at the end of which, at my 

uest, he withdrew it himself, and, for ten days more, put 
it in before going to sleep. 

Dec. 18th.—He has now free motion of the jaw, can 
separate the teeth an inch, and masticate the hardest 
toughest sort of and he is 
now a very good-looking boy, personal a ce being 
immensely ‘improved by the repair of his k, which has 
very much the contour of that on the other side, the only 
defect being the scar, which will become less obvious as he 
grows up. 


ON 
SOME EFFECTS OF ACUTE ALCOHOLISM. 
By STEPHEN H. WARD, M.D. Lowp., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE SEAMEN’S HOSPITAL, “ DREEADNOUGUT,” AND TO 
THE HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST, VICTORIA PARK. 


By the “‘ effects of acute alcoholism,” I mean those induced 
either by a single intoxication, or by repeated intoxications 
extended over a few days, and occurring in individuals who 
for some time previously had been comparatively abstinent. 
There is no class of the community in whom we have the 
opportunity of studying such effects so well as in sailors. 
Under discipline, which is tolerably strict, at least in the 
better class of merchant ships, during the several months they 
are at sea, as soon as they come ashore a large number plunge 
at once into reckless Those who have not had 
the opportunity of studying the habits of sailors would scarcely 
credit the large quantity of alcoholic drink consumed by them 
in a short time. One sailor who came under my care admitted 
having drunk thirty-six glasses of rum in twenty-four hours ; 
a second smiled when I asked him if he had taken as much as 
a quart of gin per day; a third had for four days been imbibing 
indifferently ale, rum, porter, and whisky; a fourth, ten days 


after he had been discharged from the Dreadnought, cured of 


| 
nourishment after he went home, but he has since acquired 
| the most extraordinary power of what may be termed artificial 
| mastication which I ever witnessed. There is oo 4 
| left side, from the absence of one of the teeth, of a size to 
| admit a full-grown pea. When he feeds he pushes a small bit 
| of bread, beef, or other solid nourishment between the cheek 
When he endeavours to open the jaws both masseters are 
| thrown into powerful action, without any effect in a 
| probably the motions would all be restored. 
| Accordingly on Nov. 28th I green an oie with 
this view. An incision was made through the cheek from the 
| 
. men, and the soft parts entirely separated trom the lower jaw. | 
| It was then found that the gap was so wide that no stretching 
: would make the edges meet. I now made an incision in the | 
] neck, half an inch below the lower jaw, and along the level of | 
: its lower border from the ee aoe angle, and | 
raised J it attached at its two extremities. {t | 
was easily slid up to the edge of the incision in the cheek, and | 
retained there yd sutures. The wound made by its trans- | 
plantation was left ww ema Before fixing it, I tried to | 
the jaws, but they were so immovable, that I deemed | 
| operation, leaving the jaw to be | 
r ion speedily took place, anc 
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protracted of eal £75 in Nov. 25th.—Bowels had not. acted ; pulses 
Merriam tremens, having in the interval spent £75 im drink much the same in other respects. droy 
and dissipation. Beer is taken by these men in almost un- grees sa, after another enema, the bow . 
limited quantity, and seems to be regard gu .cool- | lieved in the course of th fternoon. Su j 
| 
cases, the wonder is that, as a rule, we have no more serious | —_ 
result than the phenomena of ordinary intoxication and the : 
in which they terminate. Occasion- and he protrudes h 
erges into complete paralysis of hed to th 
th ; or it may clear off, leaving ee 
cerebral a of a mo 
haracter ; or the repetition which he 
induce a state of cerebral con pd im the 
intermediate between those freely, an re 
_ Each of these possible wer of th¢ 
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OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi et morborum 
se comparare.—Moreae@nt De Sed. et Caus. Morb., lib. iv. Prowmium. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 
BEDSIDE REMARKS UPON SOME CASES IN THE WARDS. 
(Under the care of Dr. Gut.) 

WHILsT accompanying Dr. Gull from time to time in his 
visit to the wards, we have been interested by his observations 
to the pupils upon points connected with the various cases. 
The remarks are necessarily fragmentary, and, for full advan- 
tage to be derived from them, they require the presence of the 
patient, and the opportunity thus afforded of constant illus- 
tration. Much, therefore, of their value is lost by separating 
them from the locality in which they were delivered. But, even 
with this disadvantage, we have thought that the publication 
of some of them would be interesting and useful to our 
readers, 

Enteric fever.—A boy of seventeen years the cha- 
racteristic spots. There is ing absolutely pathognomonic 
about these spots, it was remark They are such spots as 

ight occur in anyone, and would pass unnoticed. They arerose- 


and lenticular in shape ; and 1 on - 
sure. dite erdianty pansion not bei pa 
nate. It is their occurrence here, in association with a hot 


skin and other symptoms of fever, which is important. More- 
over, they run, as was noticed in this case, a definite course, 
lasting four or five days; and the crop is successive, so that 
whilst some are dying away others are just making their ap- 
pearance. In this case there was no pain in the iliac region, 
and no i This last phenomenon Dr. Gull did not con- 


sider significant ; it may or may not be t. The presence 
of gurgli in no proof of the silment being typhoid, and ite 
absence gives no indication to the contrary. As regards pain, 
also, we have no right to expect it. The mucous membrane of 
the bowel is not capable of conveying the sense of pain. It is 
the peritoneum that pain 


Pityriasis versicolor.—Attention was called to a well-marked 
instance of this parasitical disease of the skin in a young man 
under treatment for another ailment. The skin of the shoul- 
ders, chest, and upper part of the belly was covered with large 

ish-brown patches, and occasional faint-brown spots 

raised above the surface. The were 
noted over just body which is covered 
a flannel waistcoat. man acknowledged that he was in 
the habit of wearing such a t for weeks er with- 
was interesting, worth studying carefully, for he had v 
frequently known it to be mistakes for 8) hulitie disease, me. | 
on one occasion a gentleman from the West Indies had con- 
sulted him for it, fearing the discoloration was due t< the first 

of elephantiasis. Pityriasis versicolor might be pro- 
y called a mouldiness 44 the skin. It was notoriously due 
a vegetable parasite whi w amongst the scales of the 
enner, would cure it, and a lotion of that salt in the propor- 


Chronic alcoholism.—A tall, gaunt, slightly jaundiced man 
i iously in beer, was pointed out as showing in a 
well-marked form signs of this condition. | 
enlarged, however, Dr. remarked, as they are in obstruc- 
tion of the inferior vena cava. His feet were edematous ; but 
his scrotum was not swollen, as would have occurred in Bright’s 


pre of the capillaries of the ix. The 

ver, as shown by percussion, was shrunk. About his cheeks 
were several red spots—venous sti 

He had cough : the blood ci ing was doubtless 


lesion of the liver-structure, producing not only, as 
happens in these cases, obstruction to the portal 


There is often in these cases a peculiar form of 
result of slow chronic ia, the fibroid degeneration re- 
cently so well described by Dr. Sutton. 


the dental margin of his gums. He was ordered to cease aki 
the lead, except a dose occasionally if the bleeding sh 
return. 


Contagious or non-contagious ?—The case of a small boy 
suffering from acute lichen, accompanied later by pustules of 
an impetiginous character, led Dr. Gull to a few remarks u; 
inflammations of cutaneous and mucous surfaces. Catarhal 


1 


f 
3 disease. His conjunctive were of a liar mud-yellow tinge ; 
| 4a Mirror his rose-red, and | 
blood ng 4, e membrane ; and this 
was due not , it is bable, to the alcoho t to 
the abnormal state of ‘the liver. ams 
ee wasted. Four or five months ago he began to lose from 
the bowels, but he has never lost very much. He bleeds only 
— when his bowels are constipated and there is ining at 
stool. He was taking a grai opines ob wight, and 
of Ragas value in: Nor should it be over- 
a looked that as spirit formed in the vinous fermentation, so this 
cream of tartar was deposited. Such cases, Dr. Gull remarked;~** 
appear to be severe in proportion to the yellowness of the skin; 
it being obvious that when the skin is yellow there is a graver 
venous 
| Circulation, Du © the exit of bile through the hepatic ducts. 
\ 
| large nodes on the tibiw, and general signs of syphilitic ca- 
chexia, has been slowly improving from a state of paraplegia. 
| He has had extensive bed-sores, which, thanks principally to 
| careful nursing, are now healed. A nitric-acid lotion was found 
| useful as an application tothem. Very careful attention had 
| been paid to his bladder; and an inflammatory condition of its 
now disa urine u 
drawn off by means of a soft india-rubber tube. os con- 
dition, Dr. Gull said, the greatest care was necessary as to the 
instrument em; It should be 
so soft and pliant as to 
sages, which, in cases of paraplegia, are peculiarly li to be 
formed, and are very often the cause of a fatal termination of 
acase. Hence paraplegia in women, when the bladder suffers, 
| is often less immediately fatal than in men, the urethra being 
: | _Hematuria.—There had been very much blood in the urine 
| of a man aged fifty-six years, who had a hard, dense tumour 
| in the right loin, which was probably the kidney, with » stone 
or to a gro i in consequence of its presence, 
y tried wii restraining 
q a os On Dec. 5th, one grain of acetate of lead, 
| with half a grain of opium, was given every six hours. The 
"man says that his urine became paler afew hours ater taking 
| the first pill. In a week there was ccapecly & trace of 
| 
| contagious ; but if the should in- 
| tense, and the discharge a purulent character, it is often 
| capable of transmission by infection : for example, leucorrheea 
| intensified into gonorrhea; catarrhal ophthalmia into purulent 
| ophthalmia. So also in the skin: eczema, as such, is not 
| contagious ; let the inflammation, however, become intensified 
| by local irritation into a purulent form, and it often spreads 
. | by contagion—not, be it remembered, as eczema, but as im- 
petigo or porrigo. This accounts for occasional mistakes in 
on a child’s head, and tells its mother the affection is not 
| = f 
produces a crop 0’ or im: ous 
| Ite brothers bontane talocted. "This 
| change in the d ical character of discharges from inflamed 
i marked in some over others: as, for example, in the conjunc- 
i | tiva, in the urethral and vaginal mucous membranes, and in 
. | the skin of the head. ; 
Epilepsy.—A lad who was said to be affected with this 
j malady had been in the hospital three weeks, and yet no fit 
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had occurred. Out of doors he would have had, he said, per- 
haps a dozen in that time, for during the last twelvemonth his 
fits had averaged three or four a week. Dr. Gull remarked 
upon the frequent, nay, almost constant influence of novelty in 
controlling the attacks in what he called ‘‘ essential 

By this term he meant that form in which pathological condi- 
tions to account for the disease are wanting, or at least are not 
to be discovered. New doctors, new ines, changed cir- 
cumstances, always ‘“‘ cure” this form of the disease for a time, 
and it is in this fact that we are forced to the re- 
markable success which attends the treatment of epilepsy by 
endless different methods, 


CLINICAL RECORDS AND OBSERVATIONS. 


THE SEQUEL IN SOME CASES OF EXCISION 
OF JOINTS, 

Pernars the most interesting point connected with a sur- 
gical operation is the condition of the patient some years after 
its performance. It is exactly this point, however, which, 
owing te a variety of circumstances, is least often recorded. 
We are glad, therefore, to have the opportunity of noting the 
condition, at a very recent date, of some patients who under- 
went excision seme years since. 

In the year 1859, Mr. Thomas Bryant, of Guy's Hospital, 
excised the head of the right humerus from a man, aged 
twenty-three, on account of a chronic Jlisease of the articula- 
tion of some months’ standing. He the single vertical 
incision through the deltoid muscle. case did well. A 
few weeks since the patient came under cheer tetiea, and it 
was learnt that he was then, and had been for several years, 
engaged as a coachman, driving a pair of horses. The arm was 
—> inch and a half shortened, but little or no difference 

nted by the two shoulders. The man said that he 
ool use the right arm quite as well as the left ; indeed that 
he could lift a heavier weight with it. He could readily raise 
it to, but not above, the tal line. Mr. Bryant is dis- 
to think that the line of incision em a has heowr gd 

to do with the successful result. By the plan adopted the 


useful limb. He can walk and run with f , and 
upon the affected limb without inconvenience. leg 
can be raised as high as its fellow, and rotated with perfect 


carter, , came under Mr. _ Bryant's care 


openings, trough 

of the jomt caused crepi The patient 

i t 


in other disobeying instructions. Nevertheless, a 
steady con nce followed, 


his work without bier any inconvenience. He id wield 
his whip with skill, and it was difficult (looking at the arm) to 
believe that excision of the joint had been performed. 

A man, in whom Mr. Timothy Holmes, of St. George's Hos- 
pital, excised the shoulder-joint for extensive disease of the 
keeper at He has a wonderfull 
motion at the seat of the joint, 
this and wim the power of maby is denied 


THE TREATMENT OF OPHTHALMIA. 


The treatment of gonorrheal ophthalmia and of 
ophthalmia of infants has undergone considerable — 
late years. In place of the heroic treatment of former days— 
leeches by the low diet, tartarized antimony, &c.,—we 
pe ma see only the mildest forms of treatment pursued, 

with greater success. At St. Mary's Hospital 
Mr. has cases of both varieties now under treat- 
ment, which have been brought through severe attacks success 
fully by the persev use solely of weak alum lotions and of 
the spray douche, with the local application of the diluted 
nitrate-of-silver stick to the mucous lining of the lids. The 
alum lotion is of the strength of three grains to the ounce ; it is 
to be used every half hour at first, and then every hour and 
two hours. In the case of a child the head of the patient is to 
be fixed between the knoes, and the eyelids then drawn apart, 
and the discharge washed away first with lukewarm water, 
linen rags being used. The nitrate-of-silver sticks are diluted 

i as recommended, we believe, by De 
Graefe ; this the action of the caustic, and limits it to 
the parts touched. In order to prevent the excess of action 
from pay cee caustic, Mr, Hart uses milk with a camel-hair 

brush immediately after applying the nitrate of silver. On the 
Continent it is usual to employ a solution of common salt, but 
this is in itself irritating, RN. ee use the milk 
from a suggestion of Dr. Horace who applies it to 
the throat, and as a bland fluid it has many advantages over 
salt water, in the treatment of the eye more especially. The 
nitrate of ‘silver usually needs to be applied every second day. 
This treatment Mr. Hart describes as very successful, and pre- 
ferable to more heroic methods. The spray douche may be 
obtained by the use of the double tubes sold by perfumers for 
scented fluids. Many such have been devised. A 
convenient form has by Dr. Andrew 

Those patients who cannot affo the’ few shilli 

must oie content with cold douches applied every 
hour for five or ten minutes in succession, a wet rag being ap- 

plied in the interval. 


IODINE IN THE TREATMENT OF UTERINE 
LEUCORRHEA. 


markable, the tube being tightly 

duction at the time is extremely a by thie plan, 
reason, after an apace i 

fo feol highly eatiched with ite 


TREATMENT OF MALIGNANT AND RECURRENT 
TUMOURS OF THE ORBIT. 


what novel treatment for the more complete eradication of 
these obstinate and distressing affections ; and, as far as we 
are able at de: to form an opinion, the rsults seem most 

be applicable, not only 

PP the t growths the orbit, but also to those 

osteum of the orbital boaes, and recur as raadly as 
they are excised. 

e first case was under the care of Mr. De Mor,an, the 

second under Mr. Hulke, both of the Middlesex Hospit.', and 


a 


; | 
| 
culty and vexation to the medical practitioner. Although the 
| use of various astringents will often effect improvement, yet 
—— : : this is seldom lasting, and the recurrence of the symptoms is 
hip-joint, in a boy aged five years. The case was fully re-| 4 continual source of annoyance. We have lately observed a 
ported in Tue Lancer of July 12th, 1862. The boy recovered, plan which is being pursued by Dr. Murray at the Great 
| addition to our means of treatment in this very troublesome 
condition. Dr. Murray first ascertains, by means of the specu- 
He 
ease. 1e€ ump is nearly Wo ik ~s shorvened, OU With then introduces a short-haired brush (much like that : 
_A thick phlegm-like layer on the uterine wall is swept off with : 
in A turn of the brush. When this reaches the fundus he | 
steadily withdraws it, charged ax it is with the mucous de { 
| posit. Its place is then taken by a gum-elastic catheter with 
| several apertures, through which is injected a lotion consisting : 
of one part of the compound tincture of iodine et ge tm 
| water. The uterine wall is thoroughly washed with this. 
The muscular contraction which follows this injection is _re- 
movement was complete, and he returned to his occupation. P| 
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the third under Mr. Geo. Lawson, of the Royal London Oph- 
thalmic Hospital, Moorfields. 

The treatment consists in rapidly excising the whole of the 
growth from within the orbit, removing, as far as practicable, 
all the tissues within the bony cavity as far back as the optic 
foramen, and then freely applying the chloride of zinc 

on strips of lint to the bottom and sides of the orbit, so 

as to effectually destroy any germ of the disease which may 
have escaped the knife. In two of the cases, the actual cau- 
was used to the peri lining the orbital walls pre- 
vious to the application of the chloride of zinc, as there still 
remained small adherent particles of the disease, which it was 
difficult to get away with the knife. No untoward symptoms 
followed in either of the three cases ; the pain was not more 
severe than after an ordinary cutting operation ; and each of 
the patients made a rapid recovery. In the first case, more 
than twelve months have since the disease was re- 
moved ; in the second, more six months ; and in neither 
have any recurrent symptoms a The last case is stili 
under treatment, the operation having been performed only 
about three weeks ago. Each of these three pati might 
have been fairly considered most unfavourable for any surgical 
treatment, as in two the disease had been twice removed and 
had returned, and in the third the tumour had attained a size 


of reporting 
these cases in detail, when more time pon A to justify a 


SUBACUTE SYNOVITIS AND CONTRACTED JOINTS. 


Mr. W. Adams has been employing for some time at 
into joints whic inds very satisfactory. subacute 
tt especially of the knee-joint, where there is much 
luid, a large blister is 


Scott's i 
ying forci 
lows synovitis, Mr. Adams considers that where this condi- 
tion ensues u 


0 grovided with power of 
y upon a splint, provi i wer of extension 
by screws, which are turned daily. 
mous disease of joints, he objects even to this amount of vio- 
lence, having frequently seen grave mischief lighted up by this 
means. When, however, a joint has been very long quiet, and 
bony anchylosis has taken place, the strumous taint meanwhile 
almost di ing, the objection ceases to apply with the 
same force, and very careful extension is often found useful, 


FRACTURE OF THE SPINE: ATTEMPTED 
TREPHINING. 

A case in which the spine was successfully trephined, for a 
fracture in its lower was recently submitted by Dr. 
Gordon to the Medical and Chirurgical Society (see Tne 
Lancet of Dec. 16th, 1865). This is, we believe, the first in 
which success bas followed the operation. The subject has 
excited some considerable attention of late years; and it will 
be remembered that Dr. Brown-Séquard expressed himself in 
favour of the performance of the operation. 

A young man was brought into St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
in November last, who had been engaged in a brawl. 
bin by the and flung him backwards, 
80 t i 


of motion and sensation of all the extremities, and of 
trunk below the fourth rib. There was no unconscious- 
onday mo’ . A gutta-percha 
int was fixed to the back of his neck. On Menhay, cymp- 
a ee asphyxia showed themselves; he became 
slow. As the; man was evi- 

opeless 


appear to be pressing according] 
longitudinal cut along the back of the neck, taking the spinous 
processes as his guide. On reaching the ay Speen 
vertebre ; it was lying, as it were, at the bottom of a 
caused ys rupture of the ligaments between the verte 


arches, was very profuse bleeding during the operation. 
Whilst it was bei Formed, the man sud 
dying; but on pulling the head backwards, so as to reduce the 


he reviv Presently, however, he became worse, 
and died before any removal of bone could be effected. 

In this case the See as usually 
happens, dislocated forwards. On examining the cervical 
region after death, it was found that the intervertebral sub- 
stance between the fourth and fifth cervical vertebre was torn 
away, carrying with it small portions of bone from each ver- 
tebra. Above the seat of fracture a considerable quantity of 
blood was extravasated upon the cord under the arachnoid, 


FRAGMENTARY NOTES ON THERAPEUTICS. 
The 


may be noted occasionally with advantage. ere are 
cursors of apoplexy, and which remind one of those that fre- 
quently portend i ity, such as dizziness in the head, confu- 
sion of cad the mental faculties. 
Dr. Headland, in treating such cases in the out-patient depart- 
ment of the finds that half-drachm 
doses of the solution of bi ide of mercury (L.P.), if given 
three times a day for three or four weeks, have a useful influ- 
ence in removing these sensations.* In the chronic bronchitis 
of the old, where there is great dyspnoea, accompanied by a 
state of tubes, he finds the tincture of stramonium, given 
in doses of ten minims, combined with other expectorants, very 
useful. In cases of excessive secretion, he finds no objection 
to use of opium in half-drachm doses of the compound 
tincture of cam . On the contrary, great relief results from 
the exhibition of this drug. In tenia, the result of his expe- 
combined with castor oil, 
three drachms of each, is a 
fern. The castor oil 


either in half-drachm doses thee dag, or ina 
dose of three drachms at occasional i 
an equal quantity of castor oil, The results of treatment of 
—S psoriasis, with five-minim doses of the liquor arseni- 


without an 
If such should arise, Dr. Headland sus: this medicine, and 
gives bicarbonate of potash for a short time, when the symp- 
toms of poisoning—rash, irritation of the bowels, &c.—subside. 
In chorea, he has used nothing which has a better effect than 
iron. In chlorosis with su menses, he finds the old 
Griffiths’ mixture the best ent, combined with half- 
ounce doses of the compound decoction of aloes in the morning. 


* We are at a loss to know the reason for the omission from the British 
Pharmacopeia of this valuable method of administering small doses of mer- 


TREATMENT OF Epttersy.—Dr. Schreyer, of Ham- 

, enforces a very spare diet, gives every day a warm bath 
of an hour, when a pail of cold water is on the 
nape of the neck and the back from a height of from four to 
six feet. This is followed by sharp frictions. Internally a saline 
purgative for some days ; afterwards, twice a day, two grains of 
extract of belladonna, which dose may gradually be increased 
to six. Out of sixteen epileptics thus treated only three had 
relapses ; and those who have undergone the treatment de 


cided upon exploring the cervical vertebral region, with the 
view of removing any portion of fractured bone which might 
which it seemed almost rash to attempt to meddle with. We 
itive conclusion as to the beneficial resu. 0 is mode 
Sealing with these terrible affections. 
to our metropolitan hospitals give opportunity for useful expe- 
| rience in the value of certain methods of treatment, which 
risen, € cuticie is Cut away comp elely, ieaving a raw suriace, | 
which is then dressed with row | mercurial ointment. The | 
dressing is continued so long as the blistered surface remains | 
such cases a dressing of equal parts of mercurial and of savin 
the blister open. No | 
constitutional disturbance or salivation, Me. tills ve, | 
: results from this treatment ; but he finds the fluid in a joint 
| absorbed with unusual rapidity. The best cases for the em- 
ployment of this method are those where, after an attack of 
acute vitis, although all inflammatory symptoms have 
! subsided, the amount of effusion shows no tendency to diminish. 
5 In very chronic cases with much thickening, he considers 
the process is allowable, and may often be employed with x egy : ntine is give me. Tur- 
; great advantage. His plan is Saale chlorofortn, and apply 4 which are apt to arise if the turpentine is given alone. Tur 
| pitch ointment, he finds very satisfactory indeed. The arsenic . 
= 
; a convulsion of his limbs took place immediately on his fall. | 
} When admitted a few minutes afterwards, there was complete novo perfectly recov: 
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Wepnespay, “Decemper 6ru, 1865. 
Dr. Barnes, 


, M. M. Orsey, A. 
aad 8. Spencer Ferris. 

Dr. Rrrenre exhibited a Dermoid Cyst developed in the 
Fallopian Tube, about the size of a plum, composed of four 
loculi which contained dendritic similar to the der noid 
to 


this case, it was not impossible that dermoid eyste might some 
day be found in the uterine cavity, the result of conception. 

Dr. J. Braxton Hicks exhibited a Polypus weighing 2} 
removed by Dr. Oldham with the wire-rope écraseur. Before 
removal it reached from the vulva to just beneath the um- 
bilicus, The patient was doing well. 

Dr. GREENHALGH exhibited a Polypus removed by the wire- 
a oman without patient 

a few days afterwards. 
ON AN ANOMALY OF THE PLACENTA. 
BY R. UVEDALE WEST, M.D. 


drawings, the author 
related several cases of “‘ battledore " in which the 


and described how great doubt and awk 
may arise to the accoucheur when, as happened to the author, 

roug accidental tearing away from its very 
attachment. . 


ON TWO CASES OF OBSTRUCTED LABOUR; WITH REMARKS. 
BY PROFESSOR BERRY, BIRMINGHAM. 

After alluding to the obstructions which occurred to the 
birth of the c he instanced a case of obstruction by an 
ovarian tumour, in which the child had been, with considerable 
force, delivered by the forceps. The next day, after coughing, 
Dr. Berry was then called 


t round the 
just below. The ient recovered without much anxious symp- 
toms, and was 


inches. This was explored 
flowing, it was debated w! section 

was done, and the fetus then Very great difficulty 
occurred ; but at last it was i patient, how- 
ever, died afterwards from rupture (as it subsequently appeared) 


section would have been ly 

After remarks by Dr, Tyler Smith and the President, 

Dr. A. Haut 1 a case similar to the last one, where 
version had been adopted, and rupture of the tumour, with 
internal hemorrhage, causea <sath shortly afterwards. 

Dr. GREENHALGH read a paper on the 
COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF CESAREAN SECTION OVER 

CRANIOTOMY IN EXTREME DISTORTIONS OF THE BRIM. 
He recited cases of difficult craniotomy; together with another 
Cesarean fhad 


section which he recently ormed, 
ient afterwards died. After aadlyzing the 


the chances for 


success, 


obtained in England 

to read over the history of the ree 
the semi-moribund condition in which the pati generally 
had been before the operation was to, he would be 
surprised, not so much at the mortality, but rather that even 


formed 
would y have recovered. 

Dr. Greewnaten having replied to the several speakers, 
the meeting adjourned. 


OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
In the diseussion which followed, 
Dr. Barnes showed a seven months’ fetus that he had 
drawn through a very deformed pelvis—having only an inch 
it the face to present; the mechanism of which instrument 
Barnes had quite recently delivered, with complete 
lady in the country similarly deformed. 
Jr, PLAYPAIR referred at to the statistics of the 
. Dufeillay in the ‘‘ Archives 
| Générales de M ecine,” which showed that, where the ope- 
ration had been performed under favourable circumstances, 
80 per cent. of all the patients had recovered, whereas in un- 
| favourable circumstances 17 per cent. of the operations had 
been successful. Even this was a better result than had been 
success | | per cent. been _ 
Playfair did not oy that M. Dufeillay’s statistics eould 
| be taken as absolutely correct, but they at least proved that 
operation we were taught to consider it. He wished, 
however, i 'y to refer to the question of the proper 
whiet: could neither be pushed out nor 
| He had lately collected the deteile of more than fikty cases of 
this complication, and found that more than one-half of all the 
in ity wou ve 
= ve ae Se as ee ae a radical cure of the disease might have been effected at 
vessels, at a considerable distance from the edge of that organ ; | the same time. Even if the patient survived craniotomy, the my 
disease still remained, and in all probability at no distant 
period she would again have to undergo the risk of an equally —". 
serious operation for its removal. It might even be possible ‘ 
to remove the ovarian cysts, which must necessarily be small, 
emergency 
— rules of practice down should 
Dr. Eastiake referred to one of Dr. Greenhalgh’s cases, 
| to the natural efforts. He wi to ask the author whether : 
| wi change in presentation of cetus. A case 
this mature had oceurred in the Rotunda Tying-in Hospital 
; : : and was recorded by Dr. Shekleton in the Du/lin Quarterly 
pedicle of which was traced through a rent in the upper part | Jowrnal. The patient had been delivered on two or three : 
of the vagina. Opiates were given ; and, two days afterwards, | occasions by craniotomy, owing to great disproportion, due to 
| a pelvic tumour. Oa the of her last labour delivery 
majority of accoucheurs in consultation were, in 
also been delivered since, and without any trouble. In the | favour of agai using the ‘onator ; the head was accordi ! 
other case there was a soft tumour springing from the sacrum, ant a stanky othe cerebral man evacuied 
which reduced the antero-posterior diameter to about two The potions was teat left for a couple of hours, when, to the 
surprise and regret of the meilical attendants, the left arm of 
; This untoward event of ee compelled 
| them to separate the child’s arm from ee 
and extract under the greatest difficulty. woman died 
within ten minutes of her delivery. At the autopsy 4 lacera- 
e uterus, — ‘ tion was discovered in the posterior wall of the uterus. The 
fatal issue in this instance might be justly attributed to the 
these cases: t in the first, the tumours should have been | increased difficulty of the labour, due to the altered presenta- 
1 before the use of forceps ; and, in the latter, theCwsarean | tion. With the experience of such a case before us, . East- 
| lake considered that where it was thought advisable to post- 
pone extraction after perforation it would be well to adopt 
| Foene means by which the head could be fixed or tethered s0 
as to correspond with the pelvic re. 
Dr. Braxton Hicks that betore the statistice of 
| craniotomy could be fairly compared with those of other ope- 
| rations it was highly necessary that they should be fully re- 
| of recognised statistics, that nearly all deaths which had 
from neglecting the proper time eee nm many 
m which the it that had the operation been per- 
cases On alic own, cramotomy 
should not be attempted where the effective antero- rior 
the patient better under Ciesarean section. 
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Dec. 4ru, 1865. 
Dr. Gavin Mitroy, PRESIDENT. 


Dr. Hermann Weper read a paper on 


PROFESSOR MAX PETTENKOFER’S THEORY ON THE MODE OF 
PROPAGATION OF CHOLERA, 
based on this author’s last publication on the subject.* 

With regard to the question of contagiousness, Pettenkofer 
believes that the disease is pro by human intercourse, 
and never without this ; not, however, by simple contact with 
the diseased or their excretions, ing to the old theory of 
con m, but by means of certain local accessory causes con- 
tained in the soil. Temperature, wind, moisture or dryness 
of the atmosphere, and elevation of ground, are none of them 
essential for the epidemic occurrence of cholera, although they 
may, under certain circumstances, exercise great influence on 
its course ; the only indispensable conditions are-—-the human 
intercourse yieldi erm the excretions of cholera 

ients, and the soil developing this germ into activity. 

qualities of the soil as necessary for the de- 
velopment of the cholera-germ are: Ist, that it is porous— 
i.e., permeable to air and water ; 2nd, that water exists at a 
certain depth below the surface (ground water or subsoil 
water); and, 3rd, that the soil is in some degree im 
with the products of organic decomposition, especially those 
of excrementitious origin. the first condition, 
Pettenkofer and the members of the Bavarian Commission for 
the Investigation of Cholera in 1854 have found, without a 

ingle exception, that the soil in towns or villages which were 

i emicalfy affected with cholera was porous, while localities 
built on impermeable rock were either entirely spared, or at 
all events exhibited only isolated cases. Several apparent 
exceptions were, on closer examination, found to confirm the 
law. The well-known researches of Boubée and Fourcault are 
in accordance with this law. 

ing the of -water, or subsoil-water 
(land spring — “* Ga 
a the surface, between about 

ve ifty feet), Pettenkofer points to the fact, generall 

acknowledged, that the with ‘lection 
along the course of rivers, and in hollow situations; but he 
regards the water of the soil the habitations as 
much more important than that of the more or less distant 
rivers, and maintains that, as a rule, those localities suffer 
more from cholera which lie nearer to the level of the ground- 
water, the distance of which from the surface may be 
as depending on the first impermeable stratum of the soil. The 
fall ce the impermeable stratum may be el to that of the 
surface ; but is more usually not. If the former is greater 
than the latter, then elevation means greater distance from the 


* “Ueber die V der ” 
Ja Cholera.” Zeitschrift fir Biologie. 


Dr. Weber remarked that these views, though not yet alto- 
er proved, were in accordance with the best ascertained 
and deserved to be tested without loss of time. He 
added that the observation of the position and fluctuations of 
the ground-water might lead to other important discoveries ; 
and alluded to the researches of Professor Buhl of Munich, 
according to which the death-ratt from typhoid fever in 
Munich was in intimate relation to the elevation of the ground- 
water in that town. 


and Woties of Books 


St. Bartholomew's Hospital Reports, Vol. 1. pp. 327. 
London: Longmans. 1865. 

Lone looked for, no less welcome than desired, this hand- 
some volume comes before us as the first instalment of a 
promised annual record of opinions formed and work achieved 
at one of our most important schools of medicine. And when 
we look at the names which figure in the table of contents, 
and still more at the intrinsic interest belonging to many of 
the contributions, the sense of pleasure is mingled with a feel- 
ing of regret that the St. Bartholomew’s Hospital staff did 
not long ago follow the example set by that of Guy’s, and 
present the profession regularly with an account of its steward- 
ship. It is true that the annual publication of Hospital Reports 
is not altogether an unmixed good. On the one hand, the 
literature of medical science is enriched by valuable essays 
which might otherwise never see the light, and the medical 
officer is encouraged in a spirit of careful observation and 
record which the prospect of publication necessitates. On the 
other hand, the supposed necessity of providing a volume of a 
certain bulk will be always attended with the risk of some 
pages being filled up by forced contributions, which, whilst 
they are a source of discomfort to the reader at the time, be- 
come hereafter an even more serious annoyance to the author 
who finds reason to alter his opinions. Still, any disadvantage 
of this kind is so completely outweighed by the utility of this 
kind of publication that, in the hands of judicious editors, it 
may be safely disregarded. And we would, whilst the St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Reports are still young, venture to remind those 
who conduct them that the merits of the work will always be 
judged by the value of the contributions, and never by the 
number of pages. In the interest of the too-often suffering 
reader, we would entreat that the Hospital Reports should be 
a spontaneous and natural production, and that if a member 
of the staff has nothing important to write about, he should 
not be urged to write. 

Surgery exhibits a considerable preponderance in this volume, 
no less than ten out of the twenty articles belonging to this 
section, the remainder being devoted to medical, physiological, 
obstetrical, and chemical subjects. F ost comes Mr. 
Paget, with some cases of ‘Chronic Pyemia.” As the author 
remarks, this is a subject which is not so much as referred to 
in many of the best systems of medicine and surgery. He 
applies the term to cases which ‘‘ differ from the acute type in 
that their courst extends, continuously or with relapses, over 
many weeks or months; and is often free, at least in its later 
stages, from all severe general disturbance of the health, and 
from nearly all risk of life.” In illustration of these points 
six cases are recorded, of which the first only, where the dis- 
ease supervened upon ligature of the subclavian artery, proved 
fatal, death occurring on the sixty-fifth day. In one, where 
there was acute necrosis of the os calcis, followed by pyemia, 
the symptoms extended over three years. In another, where 
the condition arose in a patient with stricture, for whom cathe- 
terism was employed, a large pyemial abscess showed itself 
over the femur, and lasted for nearly six months, when it gra- 
dually disappeared under the use of liquor potasse. Good food, 
patient nursing, a moderate use of stimulants aud tonics, and 
an abundance of fresh air, are indicated as the appropriate 


= 
1 
ound-water, and probably greater immunity from cholera; 
Bat not otherwise. The level of the ground-water in the same 
locality may vary considerably in the same year, and in dif- 
ferent years. On this fluctuation the varying degree of sus- | 
ceptibility of the locality for cholera epidemics seems to depend. | 
Under equal rise of the will 
cause a greater susceptibility by moistening a higher stratum 
of the porous soil, which is generally ‘more impregnated with . 
organic matters the nearer it is tothe surface. It is the period 
7 of receding of the ground-water from its greatest elevation | 
fk which is most dangerous. As this occurs usually in July, | 
oe . August, and September, cholera generally makes its greatest | 
} ravages at that period; but the unfavourable condition of the | 
soil ‘nay, through unusual circumstances, occur in winter in- | 
stead of in summer, and cholera epidemics may occur, as ex- | 
i perience shows, in the midst of a Russian winter. 
a As to the cholera-germ itself, the author assumes it to be | 
4 contained in the intestinal excreta of cholera patients; he be- | 
j lieves, however, that it cannot produce cholera by itself, but 
q must first undergo some change under the influence of suscep- | 
tible soil, and thus become developed. his interchange be- | 
| tween the cholera-germ contained in the excreta, and the soil, | ; 
may, the author suggests, either take place in the soil, and | 
the developed germ be thence inhaled, or otherwise introduced 
into the body; or it may take place within the human body | 
i ettenkofer ygienic suggestions for the prevention of | 
epidemics, based on his views. | 
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treatment. As regards the use of liquor potassx in the case 
mentioned, Mr. Paget says: 

that part of it reputation for casing the e absorption of 
tumours is due to its influence on deposits imitating 
tumours, such as existed in that case.” 

Mr. Paget never writes without a useful purpose in view, 
and seldom fails to communicate something novel as well as 
rn, His present contribution is no exception to this 


ot Savory contributes two papers. The first, ‘‘On the 
Local Effects of Blood-poisoning in relation to Embolism,” is 
of great pathological interest. It descrives an attempt, by 
humerous experiments on healthy animals, to determine how 
far the secondary abscesses of pyemia are due to mechanical 
obstruction—to emboli, in fact. Various substances, organic 
and inorganic, were injected into the veins of healthy dogs 
and cats for the purpose of observing after death the condition 
especially of the lungs, the organs most frequently affected in 
pyemia. We can but hint very briefly at some of the conclu- 
sions derived from the experiments. Mr. Savory finds— 
“That spots and hes of and with 
perhaps te hangs and. other pe he 
produced by the injection into oe veins 
“Of minute particles of eolid matter (oxide of sinc) 
which can undergo in the blood no deco 
mn or induce any chemical change, and consequently can 
only act mechanical hich have been 
™ tri w ve i 
** That in either case the local effects are the same...... 
“The action of fresh pus in producing these effects is 


In Mr. Savory’s experiments, what may be called the first 
stage of pyemic deposition was alone produced. Pus was 
never found, and he attributes this to the fact that healthy 
animals were the subjects of observation. We must refer our 
readers to the article itself for further details. The paper is 
highly suggestive, and will well repay a careful perusal. The 
other article by the same author, ‘‘ Acute Necrosis of the 
Tibia—Death-from Pywmia,” may be usefully considered in 
conjunction with the previous one. Spots and ecchymosed 
patches were found in the lungs and heart, which corresponded 
in every respect with those which were artificially produced in 
the animals. 

Mr. Callender—one of the us, in conjunc- 
tion with Mr. Willett, with “Brief Notes of the Surgical 
Practice of the Hospital ;” and when we remark that in the 
beginning of 1864, 335 cases occupied the surgical wards, 
whilst during the ensuing twelve months 3500 patients were 
admitted, we have said enough to indicate the value that 
must attach to a résumé of these cases. A thoroughly prac- 
tical paper on ‘‘ Fractures injuring Joints—Fractures inter- 
fering with the movements at the Wrist, and with those of 
Pronation and Supination,” completes Mr. Callender’s personal 
contributions, The subject of this paper is of great import- 
ance. There are few kinds of injuries which entail at times 
more anxiety upon the surgeon, and none for information upon 
which he will feel more grateful. 

Dr. G. N. Edwards, the other editor, gives us ‘* Two Cases 
of Poisoning by Mercuric Methide,” of great interest from the 
unique character of the symptoms, which differed from those 
produced by any known disease or other poison; and, in 
addition, a statistical paper upon the “‘ Hospital Registra- 
tion,” which will be acceptable, no doubt, to readers who de- | V°TY 
light in figures. 

There is a ‘* Case of Restoration of the Lower Jaw,” by Mr. 
Thomas Smith, in which the author believes that the soft 
tissues around the bone seem to have furnished the nidus of 
the new growth. The periosteum appeared to take no part in 
the process, and Mr. Smith thinks that of late the osteogenic 
office of this membrane has been much magnified. 


A very good and practically useful paper is communicated 
by Dr. Greenhalgh on ‘‘ Tumours complicating Pregnancy.” 

Mr. Holmes Coote, in some “‘ Remarks on Excision of the 
Knee-joint,” expresses an opinion adverse to the operation, 
especially in young growing persons. He affirms that affec- 
tions of the joints, especially in the young, are for the most 
part curable by long-continued rest and the application of 
those principles comprehended by the term orthopedic surgery. 
He considers the arrest of development in the limb after ope- 
ration as being due, not so much to the influence of the epi- 
physis upon the growth of the femur and tibia, as to the 
nerve-shock produced by the operation, and the consequences 
of extensively opening the cancellous tissue of the bone. 
Without venturing all the way with Mr. Holmes Coote, we 
certainly think it probable that in very many cases of resection 
of the knec-joint, patience on the part of the surgeon, together 
with the judicious application of means for keeping the lim) 
extended, would have resulted in a cure. The question of 
time, however, is generally an important one with hospital 
patients ; and there is no doubt that by the use of resection a 
number of individuals are now following useful occupations 
who would else be passing a monotonous existence in bed. 
Personally speaking, we think we should be inclined, were we 
afflicted with knee-joint disease, te put up with the monotony 
for a considerable time before submitting to excision. 

But our space fails, and the list of contributions is far from 
being exhausted. There is a paper by Dr. Andrew, ‘‘On the Dia- 
gnosis of Systolic Endocardial Murmurs, whose point of greatest 
Intensity is at, or near, the Left Apex of the Heart,” which, 
though it would hardly be believed from the title, is one of 
practical import. Anyone can hear a bruit; how few of us can 
judge whether or not it is of serious consequence. Mr. W. 
Morrant Baker gives us an interesting and well-written paper 
**On Tumours containing Fluid Blood.” Dr. Reginald Southey 
has evidently spent much labour in researches on ‘‘ The Minute 
Structure of the Human Kidney,” and his contribution to the 
existing knowledge upon this subject is very important. The 
affected style, however, in which he writes, detracts very much 
from the interest with which the paper would otherwise be 
read. What, for instance, can induce Dr. Southey to indulge 
in such a sentence as the following ? 

** Leave it alone a little longer, and the trath will distil out 
of the ferment ; such at least, I take it, must have been the 
conscience- -salve of our teachers when they touched at this 

round the 


Dr. Duckworth, also, contributes an original research, care- 
fully conducted, bearing upon the Structure of the Supra- 
renal Capsules. Its conclusions have already been referred to 
in ‘Tue Lancer Record of the Progress of Medicine,” 
Dec. 16th, 1865, p. 688. 

Some i ing ‘‘ Cases from the Wards” by Dr. Martin 
constitute, with Dr. Andrew’s essay, the only strictly medical 
contributions to the Reports. Our space does not permit us 
to do more than refer to these, as well as to note that Mr. 
Vernon writes on a case of ‘‘ Hypertrophy of the Tongue,” in 
which portions of the organ were removed on three occasions 
by Mr. Paget. Strangely enough, the author does not gay a 
word about any effects upon the speech produced by the dis- 
ease, or its treatment, so that we are left in doubt whether the 
child ever talked at all, and, if it spoke, whether articulation 
was more or less perfect after the operative procedures. 

We must congratulate the editors, in conclusion, upon the 

very satisfactory manner in which the work is produced. The 
type is bold and clear, and singularly free from errors. Alto- 
gether the volume must be regarded as a most promising com- 
mencement of a valuable addition to medical literature. 


OUR LIBRARY TABLE. 


The Restorative Treatment of Pneumonia, By Joun Hvenes 
Beynett, M.D., F.R.S.E.,&c. Edinburgh: A. and C. Black,— 


pores 
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We have so often directed attention to Dr. Bennett’s views of 
pneumonia, and expressed our opinion of their importance, that 
we need only now say that we rejoice in their publication in a 
separate and easily procurable form. Every member of the 
profession should possess this pamphlet, and form his own 
judgment of the value of Dr. Bennett’s cases and arguments. 

An Experimental and Pathological Inquiry into the Functions 
of the Cerebellum. By W. H. Dickinson, M.D, Cantab. Re- 
printed from the British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Re- 
view.—An elaborate series of experiments, from which Dr. 
Dickinson deduces propositions, of which the most important 
is, that by the removal of the entire cerebellum no faculty is 
lessened, excepting such as concerns the voluntary muscles. 
These are a series of deductions from human pathology which 
deserve the attention of scientific physicians. Dr. Dickinson 
holds, in opposition to Flourens, that the cerebellum is the 
source of voluntary moter power, which it distributes in a regular 
manner, 

Professor LonGmorE on Resection of the Shoulder-joint, and 
on a New Method of Treatment of Gunshot Wounds, are reprints 
from the *‘ Army Medical Reports,” vol. v., 1865, of which 
is the representative of military surgery in this country; and 
we notice these papers chiefly with the view of directing to 
them the attention of our civil surgeons, for whom they are 
full of instruction, but who might otherwise omit to disinter 
them from their living tomb in a blue-book. 

On the Arrangement of the Muscular Fibres of the Vertebrate 
Heart &c.; and on the Relations, Structure, and Functions of 
the Valves of the Vascular System in Vertebrata. By James 
Perricrew, M.D. — These are reprints of papers from 
the Transactions of the Royal Societies of London and Edin- 
burgh. They are so elaborate and so profusely illustrated by 
origina] drawings that we are unable to do justice to them in 
the space at our command for such purpose, We can only 
speak of them as admirable examples of anatomical and physio- 
logical research, highly honourable to their author; and must 
refer to them as contributions to the existing knowledge of 
the subjects of which they treat which will have a standard 
value, and must be considered by all future writers or workers 
on these questions. 

Oullen and Gregory upon the Change of Type in Inflammation. 
By Georce Batrovr, M.D. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd.— 
A paper read before the Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical Society. 
Dr. Balfour does the excellent service of publishing extracts 
and cases from the MS. Clinical Lectures of Cullen and Gregory. 
He thinks these extracts show, as far as can be shown, that 
pneumonia in their days was just like the pneumonia of these. 
For the interesting extracts from the MSS. of these great phy- 
sicians, and for the sound reasoning upon them in the light of 
present practice, we regard Dr, Balfour’s paper as well worthy 
a perusal, It is an interesting contribution to the settlement 
of the question of change of type, and tends to show that the 
notion of a ehange of type in the constitution of inflammation 
is a fallacious one. 

Contributions towards a more complete Knowledge of the 
Awial Skeleton in the Primates, By St. Grorcr Mivarr, F.Z,8. 
and L.S., Lecturer on Comparative Anatomy at St. Mary's 
Hospital.—Mr. Mivart’s paper aims at presenting a compara- 
tive view of the axial skeleton of man and the various apes. 
After entering into elaborate details, he presents a very clear 


and industrious workers of whom we have by far too few in 
this country, and of »hom we may well be proud. Such 
labours bring nothing else than the which 

to the accomplishment of all true work of whatever kind, and 
may fairly claim the respectful admiration of those who profit 
by the knowledge without having the time or inclination to 
pursue @ like course of self-sacriticing research. 


Cases in Surgery. By Epwarp ¥.R.C.S.1. 
pp. 8. Dublin: Falconer.—Mr. Hamilton’s cases are two in 
number. The first, an extirpation of the thyroid body by 
isolating it first with the finger, and detaching it finally with 
the écraseur—a bold operation successfully accomplished ; the 
second, an extirpation of a parotid tumour, weighing one pound 
four ounces. Both cases do credit to Mr. Hamilton’s skill and 


Addressed to 
those who Think. By the Rev. C. C. Couron, A.M. pp. 352. 
London : W. Tegg.—This attractive book is true to its title, and 
says many things in few words; but it is more than this—it 
is a rich harvest of thought. Some of its ideas perhaps run a 
little wild from mere luxuriance of the soil; but, taken as a 
whole, it is a book to be placed in the hands of both oid and 
young : it will endorse the experience of the one, and kindly 
advise the other. 

Physiognomy. Being a Complete Epitome of the Original 
Work by J.C. Lavarer. New Edition, illustrated. py. 287. 
London: W. Tegg. — The editor has accomplished his task 
well. In a condensed and pleasing form, he gives us the 
thoughts of the clever, observant, yet sometimes mistaken 
physiognomist. Its author is too widely known to need any 
lengthened notice. The book is well got up, the type clear 
and good, and the engravings carefully executed. 

On the Detection of Aconite by its Physiological Action, &c., 
by Frep. Penny and James Apams, M.D., F.F.P.S, Glasgow, 
(Mackenzie,) states the i performed in the case of 
Pritchard, and illustrates the valuable applications of Marshall 
Hall’s physiological tests for toxicological purposes. 

The Inaugural Addresses of Mr. Bryant, at Guy's Hos- 
pital; Dr. Hanprietp Jones, at St. Mary’s Hospital; Dr. 
Prrest.ey, at King’s College Hospital; Mr. Rrvixeron, at the 
London Hospital; and Mr. Pacer, at the Leeds School of 
Medicine, we need only mention as being “‘ printed by desire.” 
This sort of literature, perhaps, hardly receives the attention 
which it deserves. A well-selected series of such lectures for 
several years, collected into a volume, would have considerable 
interest. 

The last two volumes of the Nouveau Dictiorinaire de Méde- 
cine et de Chirurgie (Baillitre, Paris) are before us. In an 
early number we shall give an analysis of their valuable con- 
tents. Meantime it is a duty to record their appearance, and 
to remind those of our readers who may have the means of 
procuring for themselves this noble work that it is in course of 
punctual issue. It is in itself a splendid library of medical 
and surgical lore. 

The Physician’s, Surgeon's, and General Practitioner's Visit- 
ing List, Diary, Almanack, and Book of Engagements for 1866. 
London: J. Smith and Co., Long-acre.—This is the twentieth 
year of publication of this useful little work, a fact sufficient 
to prove that it is highly appreciated by the medical prac- 
titioner. The Visiting List for the present year maintains in 
every respect its well-deserved reputation. 

Of recent Reviews and Magazines we may mention the 
second number of the Journal of Social Science, edited by Dr. 
Lankester (Chapman and Hall), which is a decided improve- 
ment on the first, and contains many articles of interest; Dr. 
Richardson’s Social Science Review, which fully maintains this 
month its excellent character; the British and Foreign Medico- 
Chirurgical Review (Churchill), which is hardly up to its usual 
high standard ; the Popular Science Review (Hardwicke), which 
maintains a progressively high reputation, and is now de- 
servedly attaining a large circulation; the Fortnightly Review 
of Dec, 1st, which contains a review, by Mr. Ernest Hart, 
of the general results achieved by Tire Lawcer Commission on 
Workhouse Infirmaries; the North British Review (January 
number), which has a capital article on Epidemics; and the 
Westminster Review, which tavats ably of vivisection for phy- 
siological experiment. 
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WHATEVER workipg scheme may be finally evolved out of 
the chaos of opinion and suggestion now before the public 
upon the subject of University Extension, the condition and 
prospects of the medica] student, as such, will not be mate- 
rially affected. The university medical student will only be 
benefited or otherwise by any adopted measure of reform in so 
far as his relations to his university do not identify him with 
her school of medicine. The excellent letters Dr. Humpuny 
has addressed to us clearly define the position. He has added, 
by their publication, to the services which he has already ren- 
dered to his University. The Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge very properly do not concern themselves to educate 
their students from the first, and specially, for any particular 
profession, It is not usual for an undergraduate to direct his 
attention, from the time at which he commences residence in 
the university, towards studies which immediately bear upon 
any subsequent career he may have chosen, Frequently the 
choice of a profession is delayed until the general work im- 
posed upon all students alike has been accomplished; more 
rarely it is even postponed until the expiration of the enforced 
term of residence. The training which the universities chiefly 
undertake is applicable at once te the candidate for holy 
orders, the medical aspirant, the intending barrister, or the 
country gentleman ; indeed, it may be regarded as an efficient 
preparatory training for any calling in which a gentleman of 
the present day can be supposed to engage. But the functions 
of the universities would be very incompletely performed if 
nothing more than such a preparatory training was provided. 
There are schools of Theology, of Medicine, and of Law, at 
Oxford and at Cambridge. In the conduct of these the uni- 
versities aim rather at superinducing upon a general training 
a groundwork of general principles, whether theological, 
medical, or of the Law, None know better than they the 
futility of any attempt to turn out from their schools fully 
equipped working clergymen, or practical physicians and law- 
yers. It is scarcely possible, even if it were desirable, for an 
undergraduate to pursue any strictly professional studies at 
the same time that he is reading for a place in the classical 
or mathematical honour lists. Such a combination is not 
encouraged ; it would defeat the object of university training. 
Nor does this arrangement necessitate so large an expenditure 
of time as might at first be supposed. It does not demand 
from the medical student a sacrifice of advantages he might 
otherwise gain. The portals of the Church and of the Bar are 
not guarded by stringent examinations, or by regulations which 
entail a long course of study and lectures, such as meet the 
medical student on his entrance to professional life. And the 
difficulty which arises in the case of a candidate for the medi- 
cal profession is recognised, and met by special provisions in 
the university course. The student who declares for Physio 
is encouraged to compete for honours in the Natural Sciences, 


and thus he can at once combine all that is valuable in the 
university method with a course of reading which bears di- 
rectly upon his medical examinations. He has the opportunity 
also of entering upon even more special and practical studies, 
having relation to a subsequent qualification to practise, at a 
very early period in the university course. By these special 
studies we particularly imply attendance in the wards of an 
hospital and upon the clinical teaching of its staff. This 
training, again, does not pretend to be complete, in the sense 
in which the training at a metropolitan hospital is said to be 
complete: it affords, rather, a basis for future work. The 
value of this mode of education to the medical student will be 
apparent, Associations only to be found at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge are still operative ; the thorough general training which, 
where its full influence is felt, gives the university man so 
great a superiority in his method and power of dealing effec- 
tively with the information he gains, still proceeds ; and with 
all this he commences that course of observation and practical 
detail—necessarily protracted, always complex—which is im- 
posed by the exigencies of his profession. 

The arrangements of the schools of physic at Oxford and 
Cambridge differ only in unimportant particulars from those 
which have been adopted in medical schools generally. The 
reason for this is obvious. The universities, in common with 
all other institutions which undertake to educate candidates 
for the medical profession, and grant qualifications to practise, 
are so far amenable to a higher and legal authority that their 
regulations must accord with general conditions imposed by 
this authority. The quality of the training afforded at the 
universities may be better or worse than that which can be 
obtained elsewhere. The period over which this training can 
extend, and the subjects for examination, are, within certain 
limits, beyond the control of individual institutions. We need 
not insist upon the merits of this imposed system of uniformity. 
A medical student is not usually satisfied with a university 
degree in medicine or surgery ; he will also require a diploma 
from the College of Physicians or the College of Surgeons, as 
the case may be. Any internal reforms adopted at different 
times at Oxford or at Cambridge will not of necessity alter 
the general features of the school of physic at either Univer- 
sity, however much the complexion may be modified as to 
details, 

The movement which has recently commenced at Oxford, 
with a view to extend the influence of that University to those 
who are shut out from her benefits by reason of pecuniary 


disabilities, does not propose to alter the method or range of 


the education afforded in her schools. There is good ground 
for the belief that any really efficient measure, which will pro- 
vide for an extension of university training to men of scanty 
means, must necessitate some modification in the present sys- 
tem of teaching. Such modification will, however, not affect 
the fundamental and distinctive features of university edu- 
cation; still less will it affect the general character or even 
details of the special medical education which is conducted 
within the university, Examples are ever and anon ad- 
duced (chiefly from Cambridge) to prove that a man can 
reside for three years, and take his degree, at a cost less 
than would suffice to maintain a very moderate tradesman’s 
clerk, who has no fee to pay, for the same time in a one- 
roomed lodging in London. Paterfamilias, unless he pos- 
sesses a certain English characteristic in a high degree, is 
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not likely to be influenced by the absurd statements one 
frequently hears upon this subject. One man may, by ex- 
ercising an excessive frugality as to living and the adorn- 
ment of his person, reduce his expenditure much below that 
of his neighbour who indulges in unlimited breakfasts, and 
dresses daily for ‘‘the high.” University authorities should 
only be able to control an undergraduate’s outlay so far as 
tutor’s bills and college fees are concerned, and should allow 
him to lodge in a ‘‘ two-pair back” or otherwise as he may be 
disposed. Any solid system of reform must deal with this 
aspect of university expenses alone, and leave Paterfamilias 
and his son to quarrel about tradesmen’s bills. The ex- 
penses of a medical student at the umversity are two- 
fold. There are expenses connected with his college and 
his position as a private individual, and also expenses in the 
shape of fees to the teachers in the school of physic. An 
examination of the scale of these fees will show that both at 
Oxford and Cambridge they are extremely moderate. The fees 
required for hospital practice and medical lectures are less 
than those required under the same circumstances at any of 
the metropolitan schools. Whether it may be found advisable 
to revise and moderate the scale of charges for tuition and 
commons in the several colleges, or to reduce the term of resi- 
dence now required for a degree, and thus lessen a student's 
aggregate expenses, university medical fees will not easily bear 
any reduction. Any attempt to reduce the term of residence 
to a period less than three years will tend to modify the dis- 
tinctive character of university training to a much greater 
extent than would be desirable. An innovation of this kind, 
though not interfering with the time now allotted to medical 
studies within the university, would thus react injuriously 
upon the medical student in his relations to the proper uni- 
versity course. Four years, the term frequently required at 
Oxford, is certainly too much ; on the other hand, three years 
is found, in the experience of Cambridge men, not too long a 
time to devote to the subjects included in the Tripos examina- 
tions. In her anxiety to extend her mission and to conform 
her practices to the demands of the age, Oxford will do well to 
consider carefully the system which has worked so admirably 
for some time at the sister university. It may be doubted 
whether Cambridge has yet adopted such a system as will 
satisfy all the conditions of a national establishment ; but, 
apart from her example in other respects, the organization of 
her school of medicine may well be cited as at least above any 
suspicion of mediocrity. 


Amongst the various undertakings having for their aim the 
improvement of the sanitary state of the metropolis, none are 
more important than some of those coming within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Metropolitan Board of Works. To be assured of 
this, we have but to recall to mind such matters as the drain- 
age of our vast city, the abiding-place of more than two 
millions of people; the prevention of the pollution of the 
Thames flowing through its middle ; the formation and pre- 
servation of parks and open spaces for health, exercise, and 
recreation ; the regulation of noxious and dangerous trades, &c. 
Towards the proper carrying out of these and analogous duties, 
the Board is endowed with considerable powers, and nearly 
£450,000 are at its annual disposal, obtained from the public 
by taxes and fees under certain Acts. It is right, therefore, 


that the money-giving public should have occasional and reli- 
able information concerning the expenditure of its donations, 
and the progress made in the various undertakings. The 
Metropolis Local Management Act of 1855 very properly re- 
quires, therefore, that the Board submit an annual state- 
ment of its proceedings and of the business which it trans- 
acts. In accordance with this requirement the ‘ Ninth 
Annual Report” has been published, in which is recorded the 
virtual completion of the extensive works for carrying out the 
modern scheme for the main drainage of the metropolis. To 
fully comprehend, however, the importance of this great result, 
it will be well to bear in mind the condition of our overgrown 
town and the dense agglomeration of human beings before 
the formation of the Metropolitan Board. Its present Report 
will sufficiently help us to this reminiscence. 

Ten years back, then, we may say that the main sewers dis- 
charged the whole of their contents into the Thames, and, as the 
majority of them were capable of being emptied only at the 
time of low water, as the tide rose the outlets of the sewers 
became closed, and the sewage dammed back and converted into 
a stagnant stream of abomination. But as the sewage and im- 
pure water still continued to flow from the higher levels 
(sometimes for eighteen out of twenty-four hours), thick and 
heavy deposits were formed, which had afterwards to be re- 
moved in many places by the costly process of hand labour. 
During long-continued or copious falls of rain, more particu- 
larly when these occurred at high water, the closed outlets at 
the river-bank not having sufficient storage capacity to receive 
the increased volume of sewage, the houses in the low-lying 
districts (especially on the south bank) became flooded by the 
sewage rising through the house-drains ; and it was only when 
the tide had sufficiently receded that a vent was formed for the 
pent-up water, which now flowed and deposited its ‘‘ grounds” 
along the banks of the stream, to evolve afterwards effluvia of a 
foul and offensive character. We need scarcely say what an in- 
jurious effect was thus produced on the condition of the Thames. 
The sewage, for instance, was not only carried up the river by 
the rising tide at a time when the volume of pure water was 
at its minimum, and insufficient to dilute it and somewhat 
reduce its noxiousness, but it was brought back into the heart 
of London, there to mix with each day’s fresh supply, until 
the gradual progress towards the sea of many days’ accumu- 
lation could be plainly perceived. The result was that the 
portion of the river within the metropolitan district became 
scarcely less impure and offensive than the very sewers them- 
selves. Another and not less serious evil existing at the period 
in question was the want of outfalls for local drainage. The 
rapid increase in the population, and the consequent necessity 
for dwelling-houses, led to their erection in spots where no 
means existed for conveying the sewage away. Thus cess- 
pools and stagnant deposits were in consequence multiplied, 
to the annoyance of the inhabitants, and to the danger of the 
public health. 

And now, what is the improved state of matters? A 
few statistics from the Report just issued will best inforni 
our readers. The first portion of the new drainage works was 
cominenced in January, 1859, being about five months after 
the passing of the Act authorizing their execution. Now, with 
the exception of the low-level sewer on the north of the Thames, 
which will drain about one-seventh of the metropolitan area, 
the whole of the Main-drainage Scheme is completed, and in 
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active operation. Involved in it are not less than eighty-two 
miles of main intercepting sewers in London. In their con- 
struction, 318,000,000 bricks and 880,000 cubic yards of con- 
crete have been used, and 3,500,000 cubic yards of earth ex- 
cavated. The total pumping power employed has been 2380 
horse power, 20,000 tons of coal being annually employed in its 
production. The sewage thus intercepted on the north side 
of the river at present amounts to 10,000,000, and on the south 
side to 4,000,000 cubic feet per day. Provision is, however, 
made for an anticipated increase in these quantities, in addi- 
tion to the rain-fall, amounting to a total of 63,000,000 cubic 
feet per day, which is about equal to a lake of 482 acres three 
feet deep, or fifteen times as large as the Serpentine in Hyde- 
park. As regards the local drainage, it may be stated that 
the Board has supervised the construction of sewers by local 
boards to the extent of 400 miles. The cost of the Main- 
drainage works, when completed, will have been about 
£4, 200,000, 

The improvement in the condition of the river flowing 
through the metropolis has been lately so marked as to attract 
the notice of the public. During the warm weather of last 
summer, notwithstanding the small amount of rain-fall, it was 
found quite unnecessary to resort to measures for deodorizing 
the sewage, and which were had recourse to previously. In 
addition to this, it may also be remarked that fish have 
recently been caught in the Thames in greater proximity to 
the heart of London than has been the case for very many 
years. The returns of the Registrar-General, likewise, indi- 
cate somewhat of a decrease in the death-rate of the metro- 
polis. This may be fairly said to be in some measure due to 
the withdrawal of a large quantity of noxious matter from the 
great stream flowing at our feet ; and an improvement in the 
public health may be reasonably expected to further ensue as 
the body of water in the Thames becomes augmented by the 
winter rains, 

The next great point to be considered is the scheme to be 
adopted for effecting the ventilation of the main sewers of the 
metropolis. The Board is now instituting experiments with 
this end in view. Another and very important duty of the 
Metropolitan Board is the protection of the river before it 
arrives at London from pollution by the sewage poured into 
it by the country towns. Before this can be satisfactorily 
managed, it is necessary that more ample powers be given by 
Parliament, both to the General and Local Boards of Works. 

We may return on a future occasion to other labours in the 
cause of the public health carried out by the office presided 
over by Sir Joun Tuwarres. 


Ovr attention has been drawn to the case of Grorcx F. 
Ex.uiorr, M.B. Trin. Coll. Dublin, and late a naval surgeon. 
Dr. Ex.iorr has very properly published the facts of his case, 
which are briefly as follows. He was called upon to give evi- 
dence in a Court-martial on a brother officer, who had had an 
attack of delirium tremens. His evidence extended over 
nearly two days, ‘‘ owing to the tedious process of written 
questions and answers.” Nothing occurred during the trial 
to lead him to think that the answers he was giving were not 
** perfectly satisfactory.” The decision of the Court was re- 
ported to the Admiralty, and, after much delay, an answer 
was returned that ‘‘the Court should reassemble and recon- 


sider its decision.” After more delay, the Court came to a 
second finding, different from the first. On the same morning 
on which the second finding was ordered to be made known 
to the assembled officers of the division, Dr. Extiorr saw, 
whilst looking over the naval intelligence in 7'he Times, the 
appointment of an assistant-surgeon to his place. He thought 
there was some mistake, but the letter of their Lordships, 
read at the close of the second finding of the Court-martial, 
announced, to the consternation of Dr. Ex.iort, that he was 
to be superseded and placed on half-pay on account of ‘‘ eva- 
sive and unsatisfactory evidence.” 

We may here observe that the officer who was virtually being 
tried on a charge of drunkenness, on the theory that delirium 
tremens could only originate in drunkenness, had had a great 
deal of anxiety about his personal affairs. The evidence looks 
as if Dr. Ex.rorr wished to make as much of this fact as pos- 
sible, and to attribute to it as a principal cause the occurrence 
of delirium tremens. He admitted having once seen the pri- 
soner the worse for drink, but only once, though they had 
apartments in the same house and frequently saw each other. 
Dr. Ex.tiort had on more than one occasion seen the prisoner 
crying from severe personal anxiety. It was neither unphilo- 
sophical, then, nor unkind, to make the most of this fact in 
explaining the delirium tremens of the prisoner. And we 
cannot see that Dr. E..iorr is chargeable with anything worse 
than this. There was just a doubt whether anxiety which the 
prisoner could not help was not the exciting cause of the deli- 
rium tremens; and it was the part of the medical witness to 
see that, by an exact statement of medical truth, the prisoner 
got the benefit of that doubt. Even supposing that anxiety 
had resulted in delirium tremens only in consequence of the 
nervous system having been weakened by the previous exces- 
sive use of alcohol, the medical man must be held to have 
only done his duty in fairly and judicially dividing the causa- 
tion of the disease between the drinking for which the prisoner 
was to be blamed, and the anxiety for which he was probably 
to be pitied. 

But the Admiralty took a different view of the carefully 
staved and, we admit, merciful evidence. They superseded 
Dr. Ex.rort, and put him on half pay. Not after communi- 
cating with him, or causing him to be tried by a Court-martial 
or by themselves; not after thinking about all the facts for a 
long time, and giving Dr. Eu.iort an opportunity of defending 
himself; but summarily, and without a trial, he was punished 
by being superseded. He went to Somerset House, where he 
learned that the Director-General had simply received the 
order to supersede him, but had not even seen the evidence 
complained of. He went to Whitehall, and begged to be re- 
instated in his appointment until the charge against him had 
been in some way proved; but he was told “the Duke would 
not agree to it.” The only bit of comfort he got was in being 
told that there was ‘‘no charge against him: nothing, for in- 
stance, to affect his peomotion.” On the strength of this he 
waited patiently till four men below him were promoted. 
Then he got what must be regarded as one of the worst appoint- 
ments in the service—‘‘ as additional for disposal to the flag ship 
at Hong Kong.” For urgent private reasons he could not go 
abroad, and begged that this appointment might be cancelled, 
representing respectfully that rather than accept it he must 
leave the service. All his representations were met by a 
peremptory No; and, satisfied of the existence of an animus 


16 Tae Lanost,) 


THE LAST NEW DISEASE. 


6, 1866. 


against him at head-quarters, against which it was vain to 
contend, he resigned, after ten years’ service, ond having 
always had the highest testimonials from all his superior 
officers. 

We hope that ‘‘ the Duke,” whose will seems to be law in 
this Department, will be asked, in his place in Parliament, for 
some explanation of his conduct in this case, To supersede 
and displace a man without warning and without trial—to 
put him down and promote his juniors—may be right, but it 
seems to us very shocking. At Somerset House and to ‘‘ the 
Duke” it may appear only a firm and masterly use of autho- 
rity ; but we warn the Department that it will not do, and 
that even in the Medical Department of the Navy men must 
be tried before they are punished. No wonder that the 
Admiralty are in want of nayal surgeons. If this is the fate 
and the treatment of men of ten years’ standing and with good 
testimonials, what is the treatment of men just entering the 
service? Lastly, what has the head of the Naval Medical 
Department to say in this case? Is he the mere receptacle of 
orders from ‘‘the Duke” ? 


THE LAST NEW DISEASE. 


We have lately had to refer more than once to the preva- 
lence of parasitic disease in Germany arising from eating pork 
infested with the newly-observed trichina spiralis. Dr. Thudi- 
chum addresses us with the following particulars of the out- | “- 
break at Hedersieben :— 

Reliable accounts of the epidemic of trichiniasis at Heders- 
leben, in Prussian Saxony, show it to have been the most 
extensive and fatal of all outbreaks hitherto recorded. While 
the Hettstiidt outbreak caused severe sickness to upwards of 
150 persons, and the death of 28 out of this number, the epi- 
demic at Hedersleben has already (up to Dec. 2ist, 1865) pro- 
duced upwards of 90 deaths; from these figures we may 
fairly conclude that the total number of persons attacked 
amounts to several hundreds. All this havoc has been caused 
by one trichinous pig! The butcher, having recognised the 
abnormal appearance of the meat of this pig, had carefully 
disguised it by mixing it with the meat of two healthy pigs, 
or added it in small pieces to larger joints of pork to make up 
weight. He made this confession shortly before his death, 
which was caused by trichiniasis contracted from his own 
meat. His wife also died of the disease. 

The most lamentable part of the history of this outbreak is, 
however, the circumstance that the practitioner resident at 
Hedersleben failed to diagnose the disease in the early stages 
of the first cases, when there would have been time to seize 
and destroy much of the fatal pork then exhibiting in the 
butcher's shop. The sudden and simultaneous seizure of many 
persons with vomiting and purging, with griping, spasm, and col- 
lapse, effectually simulated a commencing epidemic of cholera, 
and opium was used freely to arrest the symptoms. When 
the course and fatality of the outbreak at last led to a correct 
appreciation of its nature, the time for prevention, mitigation, 
or palliation, had passed by. 

Many physicians from all parts of Germany have gone to 
Hedersleben to study the disease. The public have been 
roused once more to a sense of the danger. Panic impels to 
unreasonable propositions, and reasonable measures are neg- 
lected. Ignorance and folly form a grotesque background. 
At Berlin, a meeting of town councillors, butchers, doctors, 


and a sprinkling of the general public, was held shortly before 
Christmas. Pref. Virchow addressed the meeting, and urged 
the necessity of instituting a microscopical examination of all 
pork, At the conclusion of his speech, he handed to the pre- 
sident a piece of smoked sausage, and a piece of meat from a 
pig which had been recognised as trichinous. Thereupon a 
veterinary practitioner, of the name of Urban, rose and com- 
bated all that science has acquired during the last five years 
as an unfounded illusion. ‘‘ Trichinw,” he said, ‘‘are the 
most harmless animals in the world. It is only doctors with- 
out practice who make a noise about them, in order to create 
some occupation for themselves,” &c. (Great interruption ; 
the president is obliged to stop the veterinarian.) Drs. Virchow 
and Mason demand an apology from M. Urban. Dr. Mason 
challenges Urban to eat some of the sausage on the president's 
table. (Great applause.) Urban wishes to explain. The meet- 
ing calls upon him to eat. ‘“‘He had not spoken of Berlin 
doctors (‘ Eat! eat !’); but of those at Hedersleben. (‘ Eat !’) 
He would first see whether the sausage contained trichine.” 
(Great laughter and continued shouts of ‘‘ Eat! eat! eat!”) 
Whereupon M. Urban suddenly seizes the sausage on the pre- 
sident’s table, bites off a piece, eats it, and leaves the hall 
forthwith, amidst the applause and laughter of the assembly. 

About five days later (on Dec. 23rd) the Ocelkszeitung reported 
that the veterinarian, Urban, was ill. He was confined to his 
bed, and his arms and legs were paralysed. A hope was ex- 
pressed that the illness was not caused by trichinw contained 
in the sausage of which he had been badgered to swallow a 
i Vain hope ! 

The Berlin butchers, finding their trade extinguished, held 
a meeting on Dec. 20th, and resolved, with 200 votes against 9, 
to make arrangements for the microscopic examination of all 
pork. They have petitioned for the co-operation of the muni- 


The butchers in the exporting towns of North Germany also 
instituted microscopic examinations. Thus we learn that a 
butcher at Flensburg in Schleswig, who kills 15,000 pigs per 
annum, the meat of which is mostly exported to England, 
has adopted this measure of precaution. This is laudable, but 
no one should rely upon such examination exclusively. Ali 
pork should be most carefully cooked before use. Trichine in 
man are prevented with certainty only by careful and thorough 
cooking. 

Some say, ‘‘ We in England do not eat raw meat, and there- 
fore the danger of trichiniasis does not affect us.” This is an 
error. In at least one county the agricultural labourers do 
eat raw bacon. But the strongest proof of the possibility of 
trichiniasis breaking out amongst us at any time is the cir- 
cumstance that the common tapeworm from pork, Tenia 
solium, is always infesting a number of persons throughout 
the kingdom. Now if measles survive salting, smoking, and 
cooking (so-called), and, after ingestion, become tapeworms, 
a fortiori it is clear that trichine will survive these processes, 
because they are much better protected against their influence 
than measles. The trichina has been discovered in this coun- 
try; cases of trichiniasis have unquestionably been observed ; 
and instances of encapsuled trichine are constantly being dis- 
covered in our anatomical theatres. Only last year a subject 
with millions of trichine in its flesh was dissected in the Mid- 
dlesex Hospital. Why, therefore, disguise or deny the danger ’ 
Let us prevent it. Let us be ready to meet it at all stages. 
Let us search for the source whence the pig receives the tri- 
china, and endeavour to close it up. 


WHAT IS WANTED IN SANITARY LEGISLATION. 

Dr. JEAFFRESON’s graphic recital of the scenes which he 
witnessed in the fever haunts of London is literally exact, and 
we can vouch for its accuracy. Our columns have supplied 
almost verbally identical descriptions of these ‘fever nests 
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and cholera haunts.” The story is one not less scandalous 
and terrible than literally and prosaically true. Dr. Jeaffreson 
found tailors at work in rooms heavy with contagion, and 
amongst patients dying with typhus. He might have found 
artificial flowers and spangles, and all the little trifles which 
decorate the ball-dresses of ladies, in process of fabrication 
under similar circumstances. Our medical officers of health 
and their inspectors, and the visiting clergy and lay readers, 
can’multiply instances of every kind of neglect leading to the 
propagation of fever and the endemic location of zymotic dis- 
eases. They can take us to the houses, and can give the 
names of the victims. How is it that they are able to do so 
little to remedy what they deplore? Here are some of the 
reasons, 

In the first place, medical officers and the local authorities 
generally have no power to remove from dwelling-houses the 
dead bodies of persons who have succumbed to contagious 
diseases, or, prior to their burial, to disinfect by means of 
charcoalor otherwise. They ebviously ought to have that power. 

In the second place, they have no power to enforce the re- 
moval of persons sick with contagious disease from houses 
tenanted by several families to an hospital or other place pro- 
vided for their reception. (Gi course Government approval 
should be required for such a place. This power, it is clear, 
ought also to be vested in them ; for at present not only do 
the dead poison the living, but the sick and dying spread in- 
fection through the thickly-tenanted house. 

In the third place, there is no provision by the local autho- 
rities of any appropriate means for the disinfection by heat or 
otherwise of bedding, clothes, &c. This certainly ought to be 
compulsory by Act of Parliament. Other amendments of the 
Diseases Prevention Act are also needed, in the opinion of 
competent authorities. Schoolmasters of national, parochial, 
infant, or ragged schools should be required to give notice to 
the medical officer of health of any epidemic or contagious 
disease occurring amongst the children attending the schools. 
A summary jurisdiction is required in cases where persons 
suffering from small-pox expose themselves or are exposed in 
public places; at present the remedy is only by indictment. 
The use of public carriages ought to be prohibited for the con- 
veyance of persons obviously sick, or known to be so, to any 
hospital or building specially devoted to the reveption of 
small-pox or fever patients. The present state of things is 
enough to drive all the world from the use of cabs, if they 
had any reflective habit, which people generally have not. 

These suggestions have all been authoritatively put before 
the Government by the medical officers of health, and we can 
only hope that the force of public opinion will now be 
to bear to compel their embodiment in a Bill to be discussed 
in Parliament. Other and larger measures are . The 
railway companies, which destroy the habitations of hundreds 
of thousands of the poor in the metropolis, should be compelled 
to assist in providing lodginghouses for those whom they dis- 
place. Railway improvements in London have been a curse 
to the poor, and have terribly aggravated the previously exist- 
ing evil of overcrowding. In St. Pancras alone one company 
has, it is said, displaced nearly ten thousand poor people. The 

ition of the vestries is in itself thoroughly rotten, con- 
sisting as they do chiefly of small tradesmen incapable of acts 
of government, and largely leavened as they are by proprietors 
of the worst class of tenements. 


Broerarny is a branch of literature which has assuredly 
not languished for want of cultivation, Yet there is one de- 

t of it which has hardly been touched. We should like 
to have the biographies of compensated sufferers from railway 
accidents. What becomes of them? How far is prophecy 
fulfilled in their case? Medicine is constantly called to per- 
form a difficult and dubious task on their behalf. It has to 


dissect the impressions, the symptoms, and the statements of 
the sufferers ; to investigate the objective conditions and the 
subjective feelings of these unfortunate and often sadly injured 
patients ; to appreciate the actual injury; to detect occasional 
imposture ; to prophesy future conditions. The task is one of 
immense difficulty, and yet further complicated by the fact 
that medical practitioners are called under circumstances which 
of necessity affect their judgment ; they are summoned by the 
one side or the other, and are impressed with one-sided state - 
ments from the first. They are never called as assessors to 
the Court, having the benefit of the careful sifting of evidence; 
but are engaged as advocates to perform duties which are really 
judicial. The differences of opinion which arise under such 
cireumstances are not confined to medical experts; chemists, 
engineers, surveyors, scientific experts of all kinds, are equally 
liable to such differences, This has been going on for a 
considerable time; and we can but feel that very useful in- 
formation would be afforded to all of us if we could now re- 
view the past, and learn what has become of the compensated 
victims. Who of them are worse; who are better? Have 
any of them suddenly recovered after receiving their cheques * 
Have any whom the railway advocates and the physicians and 
surgeons who gave evidence ‘‘ on that side” described as im- 
postors, or pooh-poohed as hysterical hypochondriacs, fallen 
gradually into paralytic decadence? ‘These are questions which 
we are all interested in solving. 

Dr. Buzzard, in a letter which we publish in our columns 
(p. 23), speaks of efforts which he is making to collect such 
information; and, if he succeed, he will have rendered an 
this work will do well to look up their experience ; and as he 
is known as a man of honour not less than ability, they might 
safely entrust to his discretion details which needed to be 
anthenticated without identifying individuals by name or cir- 
cumstances. 


BARON LIEBIG ON COFFEE. 


Baron Lizzic avows precisely that interest in common 
things which we Englishmen so largely share and carefully 
cultivate. Happily for us all, he has a human interest in 
dietaries, and does not disdain those humble but all-importar« 
chemical operations which the world calls cooking. Young 
chemists, he observes, do not devote their attention to such 
things, inasmuch as they are little fitted to afford proof of 
their skill and ingenuity, or to found a claim to recognition in 
the domain of science. It, therefore, is left for the older ones 
to do so. Ina former number of the Popular Scicace Review 
he gave us an invaluable result of these studies—the recipe 
for preparing condensed nutritious extracts of beef capable of 
prolonged preservation. Thus he has taught us to utilize the 
thousands of tons of meat wasted in distant countries, and has 
opened up new sources of nourishment for European popula 
tions in new branches of industry. Yet more recently he gave 
valuable hints which have revolutionized our “‘food for 
infants.” In the current number* he discourses on coffee. 
Baron Liebig admits that the English are masters in the pre- 
paration of tea, but he has something to tell us on the subject 
of coffee—a beverage very important in voyages and on 
marches, and to students perhaps even more valuable. 

First of all, coffee should always be sorted. It frequently 
contains foreign substances, and usually a number of black 
mouldy berries ; these spoil the flavour of the coffee. Berries 
of dark or green hue are generally dyed. They should be 
washed in a little warm water, and afterwards dried with a 
warm linen cloth. In order to retain the volatile caffeine, the 
berries should only be roasted till they are of a pale-brown 
colour. In those which are too dark there is no caffeine ; if 
they are black, the essential parts of the berries are entirely 
destroyed, and the beverage prepared from them does not de- 
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serve the name of coffee. When roasted, they constantly 
deteriorate by the access of air. If, when the roasting is com- 
pleted, half an ounce of white or brown sugar be strewn over 
each pound of coffee, it gives the berries a fine glaze, which 
protects them from the atmospheric destruction. The usual 
methods of preparing coffee are classified by Liebig as—Ist, by 
Jiltration ; 2nd, by infusion ; 3rd, by boiling. Filtration par- 
tially injures the aromatic particles, and makes an incomplete 
extraction. Infusion gives a very aromatic coffee, but one con- 
taining little extract. Boiling gives a coffee rich in extract, 
but poor in aroma. Here, then, is Liebig’s compound 
method 

“The usual quantities both of coffee and water are to be 
retained ; a tin measure containing half an ounce of ber- 
ries, when filled with roasted ones, is generally sufficient for 
two small cups of coffee of moderate strength, or one, so 
called, large breakfast-cup (one pound of green berries, equal 
to sixteen ounces, yi dhe: vention twenty-four tin 
manors {of half an ounce] for forty-eight cups of 


ee.) 

“With three-fourths of the coffee to be em after 
being ground, the water is made to boil for ten or fifteen 
minutes. The one quarter of the coffee which has been kept back 
is then flung in, and the vessel immediately withdrawn from 
the fire, covered over, and allowed to stand for five or six 
minutes. In order that the powder on the surface may fall to 
the bottom, it is stirred round ; the deposit takes place, and 
the coffee poured off is ready for use. In order to 
the dregs more completely, the coffee may be passed through 
a clean cloth ; but generally this is not necessary, and often 
prejudicial to the pure flavour of the beverage. 

‘* The first boiling gives the strength, the second addition 
the flavour. The water does not dissolve of the aromatic sub- 


os more than the fourth part contained in the roasted 


This coffee, says Liebig, must be judged not only by its 
agreeable qualities as a beverage, but by its excellent effects 
on the organism. There are many other interesting details in 
the paper, for which we must refer our readers to the source 
above-named. 


“NEC DEUS INTERSIT.” 


Tue unfortunate folly of the French students who spoke so 
rashly, and probably unadvisedly, at Liége, has been elevated 
into a State affair. Undoubtedly, centralization has its ad- 
vantages; but here are some of its evils. With us, if half a 
dozen students had misconducted themselves—and we really 
are ignorant of the precise character of the orations which 
have so much incensed the French Government—they would 
have been dealt with by the authorities of their own school, 
and the whole affair would have been confined to the limits of 
a teacup. But here the storm occupies the whole social 
horizon. The Moniteur publishes edicts; Reuter fulmi- 
nates telegrams; the Academic Council issues orders; 
the Superior Council of Education holds deliberative 
sittings ; the Minister of Public Education snubs, and is 
snubbed in retwen; the Dean of the Faculty resigns; the 
whole medical press is gagged ; the political journals publish 
solemn official notices ; and foreign newspapers comment won- 
deringly upon a system which calls in Jove to cut a knot 
hardly worthy the scissors of half a dozen old women. We 
have a full appreciation of the excellent organization of the 
French schools of medicine, but cannot help thinking that they 
would get on better if they were left to themselves. The last 
information published sets forth that the following circular has 
been addressed by the Minister of Public Instruction to the 
parents of the medical students from whom the tickets of 
admission to the lectures were withdrawn for having taken 
part in the late troubles:— i 

** Sir,—I regret to have to inform you that your son, a stu- 
dent in the Faculty of -—-, has taken part in the disorders 
which have occurred during the lectures in the schools. The 
student's admission ticket has been withdrawn, and, by order 
of the Minister, every term, examination, and all participation 


in the school lectures, are forbidden him. I cannot do other- 
wise than beg of you to take your son home to you, in order 
to prevent the unpleasant consequences which may result from 
any excitement into which he may be drawn.” 

The six students, in compliance with the summons issued to 
that effect, presented themselves on Tuesday week at the office 
of the Minister of Public Instruction, where the Superior 
Council was sitting. It was intended to examine them indi- 
vidually ; but the first who appeared before the Council de- 
manded that his comrades should be allowed to be present at 
the same time. This was declined. The young man then said 
that they all protested against the competence of the Superior 
Council of Public Instruction, as they had already protested 
against that of the Academic Council; and, on his own behalf 
and that of his companions, he declined to give any explana- 
tion. The result was that a sentence of temporary, instead of 
perpetual, exclusion from the schools was pronounced agaunst 
them ! 


TYPHUS AT ST. PANCRAS. 


Tue melancholy death of Mr. Roberts—a victim to typhus, 
which is epidemic in the workhouse of St. Pancras—adds 
terrible force to the remarks which our Commisioners made in 
their late report. At the time when they were making their 
final inspection he was lying ill. Without knowledge of this 
circumstance, however, they pointed out the excessive over- 
work of the surgeons in charge, the deficiency of the building 
for the ordinary requirements of the sick poor, and its utter 
inefficiency in case of an emergency. This emergency has 
occurred but too soon, and has found the guardians unprepared. 
The Fever Hospital is temporarily choked, and they have no 
means of isolating their fever patients; no proper means of 
separating those who come into the house out of fever-stricken 
habitations from the general mass of the patients. The fever 
spreads, the house is crowded, the doctor is wretchedly over- 
worked, and he is one of the first victims. Mr. Roberts was 
an officer of great ability and of remarkable industry and 
administrative skill. It is not enough to mourn his loss—it is 
necessary to apply the lessons which it teaches. The public 
mind cannot but be moved by the emotional incident attend- 
ing the present epidemic in St. Pancras Workhouse ; but it 
is only a result of the typical neglect and parsimonious mis- 
management of the infirmaries of metropolitan workhouses 
generally. For the present, of course, the guardians of St. 
Pancras are anxious to apply palliatives. They have consulted 
the medical officer of health of the parish, Dr. Hillier. We 
believe that, amongst other things, Dr. Hillier is impressed 
with the necessity of providing separation or quarantine wards 
for persons brought in from “‘ typhus” houses and rooms, and 
of supplying better means of disinfecting clothing. 


PROFESSOR BOECK. 

A FAREWELL dinner of an interesting character, and un- 
usually sumptuous in material arrangements, was given last 
week to Professor Boeck, on the eve of his departure. It 
was so far of a private nature that we only feel justified in 
alluding to it inasmuch as it was a testimony of regard and 
respect for his public character, and of esteem for the devotion 
manifested by his prolonged visit to this country for the pur: 
pose of bringing under the eyes of the profession here the 
results of inoculation as a curative method in the treatment of 
constitutional syphilis. Such a manifestation is highly honour- 
able to the object of it, and, we think, creditable also to those 
distinguished physicians and surgeons who thus liberally re- 
ceived and generously honoured a foreigner coming amongst 
them to propagate views of which the scientific value is still 
under discussion. Some thirty of the leading physicians and 
surgeons of the metropolis assembled at a very short notice to 
do honour to their distinguished guest, under the presidency 
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of Mr. Skey. Most of the leading syphilographers were pre- 
sent, and nearly all the members of the Venereal Committee, 
as well as the surgeons of the Lock Hospital. The guest of 
the evening was duly honoured, as were the visitors. The 
address of Professor Boeck was touching in its simplicity and 
honourable from its manliness. The distinction is one rarely 
accorded amongst us to any professional man; but it was un- 
doubtedly due to the character and action of Professor Boeck. 


IS THE CATTLE PLAGUE SMALL-POX? 


Tue question so carefully and ably discussed by Dr. Mur- 
chison in his paper last week has necessarily excited consider- 
able professional interest. Besides the communications which 
we print this week we have received many others that de- 
serve attention, but for which we cannot find space. It is not 
very useful to indulge in speculative discussion on a matter 
which admits of absolute experimental test. If the cattle 
plague be small-pox, four things follow :—First: Cattle which 
have suffered from the plague and are convalescent should 
be incapable of taking small-pox by inoculation, or of being 
successfully vaccinated. Second: Cattle which have suffered 
from the true cow-pox should be protected from the cattle 
plague. Third: Cattle which are vaccinated with lymph from 
vaccine pustules in the human subject, or with matter taken 
from human small-pox pustules, should also be protected from 
the cattle plague after the first-induced disease has passed 
through its stages. Fourth: Human beings inoculated with 
the matter of the cattle plague should show characteristic 
symptoms such as those of Mr. Hancock, and capable of 
Surther propagation, Of course all these experiments will be 
tried carefully ; bat to carry them out successfully under con- 
ditions of scientific accuracy is not within the opportunities of 
everyone. The exanthematous character of the cattle plague 
has now for some little time impressed itself on English ob- 
servers. Mr. Ceely of Aylesbury, who is one of our first 
authorities on the subject of small-pox and vaccination, and 
who is one of the Cattle Plague Commissioners, was, we be- 
lieve, early impressed with the resemblance of the eruption to 
that of small-pox, and had laid this view before his medical 
colleagues. Dr. Sanderson, whose letter we publish to-day, and 
who has an important part of the experimental inquiry now in 
progress for the Commission, explains the difficulties which 
have impeded experiments. No doubt they will now be pushed 
on with activity. Dr. Sanderson, however, has, it will be seen, 
grave doubts of the validity of the analogy on which Dr. Mur- 
chison so strongly insists, and which he supports with so much 
learning and acuteness. The majority of those who have inves- 
tigated the matter at all concur with Dr. Murchison. Besides 

Mr. Ceely’s first impulse in this direction, and the observations 
of the Norwich Medical Committee, we have Mr. Rayner, of 
Uxbridge, an experienced and able practitioner, who at once 
detected independently the resemblance of the communicated 
eruption on the hand of Mr. Hancock to cow-pox; then Dr. 
Quain, who saw the same patient, Prof. Spooner, and Dr. Mar- 
chison. Mr. Hancock was brought by Dr. Quain on Tuesday 

ight to the Pathological Society. We give an account of the 
discussion which enmued. “But is avail 

where experiment can . An unexpected di ity h 

arisen, it is true, im the alleged deficienay of vaccind matter sh 
the National Vaccine Institution. It is said that the autho- 
rities there do not feel justified in giving up for beasts what 
was meant undoubtedly for all ind; but then for man- 
kind only. They have not atte. tee the 

uantities asked from them since the publication of Dr. Mur. 
Jison’s paper. This difficulty, however, we apprehend can 
soon be got over. Meantime, we hope private practitioners, 


having small-pox cases or recent cases of vaccination on hand, 
will prepare points, and lend their aid in distributing them. 
Dr. Murchison is 


PATHOLOGY OF THE CATTLE PLAGUE. 


Tue pathology of the rinderpest was further illustrated at 
the Pathological Society on Tuesday night by a communication 
from Dr. Quain, relating to the case of Mr. Hancock, last 
week described in the paper of Dr. Murchison. 


CASE OF INOCULATION BY CATTLE PLAGUE POISON PRODUCING 
APPARENTLY A VACCINE VESICLE. 

The subject of this phenomenon is Mr. Hancock, a vete- 
rinary inspector of the Uxbridge district, who, whilst super- 
intending the post-mortem examination of a bullock of 
cattle plague, received a slight wound on the back of the left 
hand. The was engaged at the moment in removing 
the skin from the neighbourhood of the scrotum. The subject 
of the injury (aged thirty) was at the moment in perfect 
health, took no note of the accident, which occurred on 
the 3rd of December. On the fifth day (i.e., December Sth) 
a pimple, hard and slightly raised, was felt and seen in the 
site of the puncture. This gradually increased in size till the 
12th December, when a distinct vesicle 1 at the site of 
the papule, and then he began to feel ill. On the followi 
day be tele more ill he had pains in the back and limbs, 
felt feverish. He then consulted Mr. Rayner, a surgeon at 
Uxbridge of great experience, who recognized the appearance 
on the hand as being due to vaccination. The vesicle on this 
(the tenth) day resembled that of vaccination on the ninth day. 
It was full of lymph; the edges elevated, of a brownish 
colour ; the ceatre depressed, of a brownish colour also ; the 
whole surrounded by a large red areola. The hand was 
swollen ond the knuckles, and the swelling extended u 
the arm. e lymphatic vessels were inflamed, and pain oan 
uneasiness were felt in the arm-pit. There was much febrile 
disturbance. On the 15th and 16th December the symptoms 
were more severe; there was evidence of fever, and severe 
pains were felt in the back and head. He then resolved to 
come to town he on 18th December, 
having first called on essor Spooner (who recognized the 
vale character of the vesicle) and Mr. Simonds, at the 
Royal Veterinary College, and showed them his hand. These 
gentlemen were so good as to approve of his desire to see me, 
and I saw him on that day. The feverish sym had 
partially subsided, so likewise had the local im 
action. There was still the vesicle, now filled with rather tur- 
bid, brownish fluid ; the outer edges, resting on an inflamed 
basis, being somewhat irregular, the — brownish and 
depressed, The a were exactly those of a “naks 
vaccine vesicle. They are figured in the drawing. I ask 
Dr. Murchison, who was engaged in seeking the analogies 
which cattle plague bears to the disease of man, to see this 
ease. Dr. Murchison was struck with the appearance which 
he saw, and has followed up the a with zeal and ability. 
I communicated the fact to Mr. Veely also, who saw Mr. Han- 
cock on December 20th, the fourteenth day of papulation, the 
nineteenth of punctuation. Mr. Ceely was quite satisfied of 


seemed 80 very characteristic that 1 requested him to attend 
this meeting, and he has done so. These a are also 


margin, and the surroundi -an @ 
almost identical with the decking vaccine vesicle 

poral region in Plate I. in Mr. Ceely’s “Further 
Observations on Variola Vaccinz.”* 

Dr. Quan remarked that this case was of the greatest pos- 
sible interest in connexion with the cattle plague. When the 
disease first appeared in this country, analogies for it were 
sought amongst the diseases incident to human beings, and it 
with typhoid, us, and other specific con- 
ious diseases. Mr. Ceely, w researches on the subject 

of the disease the presence of an eruption was 
i and that the disease itself was said to be 
Attention was then called to this point, 

t for; not merel 
y on the udder vulva of ani- 
diffused over the skin. It had been found by the 
ical Committee of the Cattle Plague Commission, and 
especially by Dr. Murchison, Dr. Sanderson, and Dr. 


ly in want of vaccine matter at this 
and various correspondents, 


moment for hi 


* Deighton, Worcester ; 1842, 


the vaccine character of the appearance which he saw. Mr. 
Hancock has called on me once since then, and again on Mon- 
yressed crust; the red, semitransparent, glistening, elevated 
4 
— 


20 Tar Lancer,] THE ‘CLIMATE AND HYGTENIC STATE OF MALAGA. [Jan. 6, 1866. 


Bristowe, who had been appointed by the Royal Commission 
to investi the phenomena of the disease. The eruptive 
character being thus established, the next and most important 


point was to determine its nature. 


The present case was an 


important link in the chain of evidence. r. Rayner, of Ux- 
bri who first saw the case, Prof. Spooner, Dr. Murchison, 
and Mr. Ceely, who, with himself (Dr. Quain), saw it in dif- 
ferent stages, had all been struck with the close resem- 
blance which the eruption in this case bore to of vaccina- 
tion. It only diff in the duration and (so to speak) the 
character of the vesicle—facts which may in some 
measure be accounted for by the character of the infection. 
The itself had given a decided 
tion, and had led to the very valuable communication on 
bable Identity of Small-pox with Cattle Plague published 


by Dr. Murchison in THe Lancer. 
Dr. SANDERSON exhibited a 


specimen showing the changes 


which are observed in the mucous membranes of the lips, 


gums, and cheeks in cases of rinde 


seven cases of this disease in which 


tion from the very commencement, 


ae. He stated that, in 
e had watched the erup- 
the alteration in question 


occurred before any constitutional symptom indicating disturb- 
ance of health was manifested, with the exception of elevation 
of temperature. The earliest change observed consists in the 
formation on the gums of minute granulations or nodules 


scarcely redder than the 


Gradually these 


. . 
ened in their centres, an re ee 


Having arrived at 


ey either separate spon- 


this 
taneously, leaving a red “and "bleeding surface, or remain 
attached. In the latter case they assume an ap 
especially if they become confluent, which i one of 
diphtheritic concretions, with which, however, they have no 
real , microscopic examination, the nodules are 
found to consist at first entirely of epithelium. But the 


layer. Dr. Sanderson re- 


that these lesions were not only interesting as illus- 


trating the real nature of the cutaneous affection, with which 


have a close anatomical resemblance, but above all in re- 
to diagnosis. He had met with them in the mildest as 


well as the most severe cases of rinderpest, and as distinctly 


agreement in Dr. Sanderson’s 


views. He called attention to the fact that the cutaneous erup- 


tion is by no means constant in the 
lesions of the intestines are so; and 


cattle e, though the 
he on the ana- 


tomical differences between the eruption in this disease and 


that in small-pox, and on the fact 


that the progress of the 


e also cautioned the Society as 


wounds in the lower 


to conclusions from dissecting 
cidade, Hiastentins this caution by his own experience and 


that of others from inoculation in 


elivering a cow. The ap- 


ted by the gentleman exhibited to the Society 
Re belie to be by no means uncommon. 

Dr. MurcuHtson agreed with Dr. Sanderson that the eruption 
of rinderpest differed from thas of human variola in some 
particulars, and more ially in the fact that there was no 
vesicular . The differences, however, he thought, could 


experiments on an extensive scale. If vaccination prevented 
or modified an attack of rinderpest, then we ooh cate 
know what was the essential nature of rinderpest, but w 


THE VENEr ¥AL DISEASES COMMITTEE. 


venereal disease should be put in force, is inaccurate. Evidence 
has been given as to the good effects of this system in the 
Guards X&c., and that evidence will of course appear ; but the 
Committee have not made any recommendation of the nature 
described, although no doubt can exist of its value in the pre- 
vention of the spread of the disease. It is important that this 
should be understood by the army medical officers especially, 
amongst whom the order, when existing, was, unfortunately, 
very unpopular; the more necessary because a medical officer 
of high official standing in the army is a member of the Com- 
mittee. 


Correspondence. 


“ Andi alteram partem.” 

THE CLIMATE AND HYGIENIC STATE OF 

MALAGA. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Str,—My attention has recently been directed to a letter 
from Dr. Shortliff, of Malaga, which appeared in your journal 
of Nov. llth. In this letter Dr. Shortliff complains rather 
bitterly of my stating, in my recent work on ‘‘ Winter in the 
South of Europe,” that Malaga is not a healthy city, and that 
it is decimated by cholera, fever, and dysentery. 

Considering that Dr. Shortliff, as he tells us himself, has 
resided and practised more than thirty years in Malaga, I am 
not much surprised that auch a statement respecting the city 
in which he has passed his life should startle him. I believe, 
however, that he will find it difficult to demonstrate the salu- 
brity of Malaga. In his early days the hygiene of cities was 
but little studied, or thought of even, by the most eminent 
medical men, and the principal diseases which ravage them 
were not traced, as they now are, to defective hygienic con- 
ditions. Nor is a prolonged residence in a large southern 
city, where hygiene is as yet all but unknown and uncared 
for, caleulated to remedy this deficiency of early education. 
Thus, although convinced that Dr. Shortliff is sincere and 
believes Malaga to be salubrious, I do not by any means 
accept his assertion as proof that it is so, especially as it is in 
direct opposition to positive evidence to the contrary. 

Ind Dr. Shortliff confesses that is not a 

ve ics 0, when i 
in E . I would ask how many more than five there have 
been in the densest and most unhealthy centres of European 

ion? It is a well-known fact that cholera has constant! 
chosen the most populated and most unhealthy cities in whi 
to exercise its ravages, and the fact of five epidemics of cholera 
having occurred in any locality during the thirty-three years 
that have ela; since it first aj in Europe must be 
fatal to a repu ion for ex ti salubrity. 
As to this claim for exceptional salubrity advanced by Dr. 
Shortliff, let us listen to the most recent writer on the climate 
of Malaga, Dr. More Madden, in his pamphlet entitled “‘ The 


| | absolute identity of rinderpest and variola, but he thought the 
| | resemblances im every particular so striking as to call for 
| 
| an incurable disease. 
: Tur. statement that this Committee intend to recommend 
| that the abrogated order for inspecting soldiers periodically for 
| 
; patches or concretions, although consisting superficially o 
epithelium, exhibit in their deeper layers nuclear corpuscles | 
only. Still later the whole presents the rg of ular | 
detritus, in which numerous nuclei are visible. The alteration 
of the papille is the same in nature, although different in ap- | 
ce. They always exhibit red patches, either at their | 
marked 
lation 
| m the sheep as in the bovine ang 
4 
accoun or Dy differences in the or 
' Tt was not —s in the cutaneous eruptions that the two | 
g diseases resembled one another. Their general symptoms and 
, anatomical lesions closely corresponded. Even the remarkable 
f eechymoses and gangrenous patches found in the fourth sto- 
* machs of cattle that had died of the plague had also been 
found in the stomachs of human beings who had died of un- 
small-pox prevailed among cattle. The question came to be, 
was this actual a or a different disease, ‘‘rinderpest ?” 
ad been shown by the fact that children | 
inoculated with the poison had either died of small-pox or 
Bt contracted ordinary vaccinia. If rinderpest were not variola, 
then there was no such 
“y India. . Murchison was not yet prepared to maintain the | graphically and explicitly :-— 
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“The hygienic condition of Malaga is as defective as it can | with the poison of rinderpest, 
any kind ; and even in the more civi case So 
i is very | the country. name of the surgeon 
to ascertain it at the ti 

up by the decomposing accumu i i i 

ided with immense square openings, i i 
dirt and rubbish is thrown into them, in 
the mephitic gases evolved 
the atmorhere of the narrow lanes of the | 
bed the Guadalmedina is really the main sewer 
; and as for nearly ten months annually it is little 
a wide dry bed of ing dependent on the 
in winter for its purification, the odour it exhales in 
warm weather renders a residence near it as disagreeable as it 


; 


ae 


servant, 
Murcuisox, M.D. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Str,—The opinion expressed in the last number of Tar 
Laweer that cattle plague will probably turn out to be a 
modification of that most preventable of fatal diseases, small!- 


being infected by small- 
vaccinated ; and it was then determined t 


THE POINTS OF RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN 
RINDERPEST AND SMALL-POX. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sir,—In the communication on the above subject which 
you did me the favour to publish in Tae Lancer of last week, 
I mentioned the case of a person who had been inoculated 


e result was some- 
I stated that the 
by a surgeon in 
pal escaped ine, and 
a8 paper was 
f a summons to go 
since learned, and I 
was Mr. Rayner, of 
tion, and recognized 
e patient to London, 
xe opinion, and for- 
Veterinary 
‘The connexion between epidemic disease and bad sewerage | At the instance of Dr. Quain, Mr. Hancock exhibited his 
pe, Pe be illustrated in M which has at | hand at the Pathological Society on Tuesday evening, and the 
times remarkable for the of zymotic | members of the Society had the opportunity of comparing the 
disease, I have collected from the older Spanish writers notices Se ee eee 
of no less than twenty-two epidemic pestilences, some of | Mr.Ceely. The progross of the disease has confirmed my origi . 
The earlier of these seem to have ae <a its close analogy to cow-pox. 
oriental plague, and the latter generally assumed the form of | I have had many communications during the week from 
yellow fever. Of late years, since ag gd wy ten medical men in the country, offering to carry out the sugges- 
cholera, which has several times ravaged the town.” writers with vaccine lymph. a ev of the material, 
It must be remembered that the above =? i however, seems to be unequal to the demand. The applica- 
description of Malaga is written by the author of tions which I have made have hitherto been unsuccessful. 
work on climate, who, after trav | The National Vaccine Institution is, I believe, overwhelmed 
Dr. Shortliff in fixing on this | enable it to meet the present emergency. Medical men will 
—S Eldorado. So that t | be doing good service in this inquiry by obtaining fresh sup- 
in and t times, of the plague, yellow | plies of vaccine lymph ; and if no other nity of turni 
cholera, is to be selected to restore the health of to chell be tn take charge of 
countrymen and women, already debilitated by disease, con- | for the benefit of my one gee 
stitutionally broken down, and a prey to an organic malady. In the meantime it w be very desirable to obtain au- 
Surely, as 1 have repeatedly stahed. it ia mare wanton trihing thentic particulars of cows that have recently suffered from 
with human life to send such sufferers, with a view to the | ordinary cow-pox, so that there might be an ity of 
recovery of their health, to winter in large, filthy southern peschading thom, and asvtctuining whether they be prost 
towne fike Rome, against the poison of rinderpest. 
of epidemic and zymotic diseases. not the simplest I remain, Sir, your obedient 
common sense tell us that invalids, with the seeds of death in | Wimpole-street, Jan. 1966. Geanene fn 
them, should not be located for months in the centre of towns —stlipiits 
where even the live, 
rate of thirty or more in the thousand? Singu enough, 
believe I am the fire and aa yet the only writer on climate, who 
has recognised and forcibly insisted on the all-important and 
should reside, win- 
ter or summer, in or abroad, where can breathe er : - - 
pure air night be ae is, in the who & in healthy pox, has been received with great satisfaction by the public, 
villages in the healthy outskirts of towns. Their breathing both medical and general, Most earnestly do I hope that your 
anticipations may be realized. Experiments are now in pro- 
ox. gress under the direction of the Experimental Committee of 
from this or that wind. A fact so consonant modern the Royal Commission, which I trust will soon set the ques- 
physiology and pathology time when medi, | tion at rest ; and it is reported that other investigati 
universally w , and the time is near when medi- - thy’ vestigations are 
cal men will wonder how they could ever think of cooping up being made by independent observers. 
their patients in unhealthy southern towns for the sake So long ago as last November a plan had been submitted to 
mere warmth. Better far that they should stay at home than the Committee by Mr. Ceely for the experimental determina- 
Sim Go tion of the question whether or not vaccinated animals are 
to hygienic conditions which produce, as a matter of course, in liable to cattle plague, and whether animals 
successive generations, plague, yellow fever, and cholera. ague, recovered from 
In conclosion, I would assure Dr. Shortliff that I have read —_ ee Pox, or 
versed treated many w! ve resided there, — rion soon as 
and that I have the highest opinion of the mere climate of | sible. carrying out these investigations yreat difficulties 
the region in which is situated. Indeed, were there | have been met with in obtaining suitable animals and suitable 
the reasource of suburban villas in healthy localities, as at Nice, | Places for their reception during vaccination or inoculation, as 
Cannes, and Mentone, perhaps I might now have been his 
These difficulties, however, have now been overcome, so 
M.D. of a village on the Riviera. there is a good prospect of the definitive settlement of the 
oy attention to some statements contained in Dr. Marchicon’s 
article as to the resemblances between small-pox and cattle 
plague, with which the results of my own observation do not 
allow me to concur. I deem this to be important, not with 
identical with -pox, but merely for the sake of scientific 
accuracy. 
observing the by the cutaneous eruption in 
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y 

, Which is now ready to be submitted to the Royal Com- 
mission, I may state (1) that the so-called scabs are not pro- 
duced by the desiccation of pustules, but by the incrustation of 
the abundant secretion from the sebaceous follicles ; (2) that 
vesicles never occur at any period of the disease ; the so-called 
flattened vesicles described by Dr. Murchisonon the udder being 
solid elevations, the structural elements of which are epi- 
dermal. The affection may be stated, so far as the investiga- 
tions hitherto made enable me to judge, to be of the following 
nature. There is, in the first place, hyperemis of the cutis 
in the affected ; secondly, an excessive secretion from 
the cutaneous ; thirdly, an exuberant development of 
nuclear pcan in the deep layer of the epidermis, by which 
the more superficial layers are separated fror- the true skin. 
In anu. 20 icularly on the udder near the roots of the 
teats on the scrotum, this growth of 
bodies takes place at particular points only, giving rise to 
elevations above-mentioned. These elevations, which have 
been accurately designated by previous authors as nodules 
(knétchen) or heaps (hickerchen), and other words implying 
their solid character, ually soften and break up, some- 
times becoming semifluid, and thus acquiring an unreal resem- 
blance to pustules.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. Burpon Sanpersoy, M.D. 
Queen Anne-street, Jan. 3rd, 1866, 


To the Editor of Tar Lancet. 


Srr,—I think it only just to Mr. Ceely to put on record the 
fact that that gentleman has for a long time believed the cattle 
pe teteen exanthematous disease; and has not only col- 

evidence to bear on this point, but has laid some of the 
evidence before the Experimental Committee of the Cattle 
Plague Commission. It is now many weeks since Mr. Ceel 
requested me to look carefully through some historical evi- 
dence he pointed out to me, and to interpret it by the light of 
the new ake had himself collected. About ten days ago 
he wrote to me, saying he feared he should be nye on wah 
the publication of his researches, and asking me whether I 
thought he should at once write a short paper on the subject. 
I strongly advised him to do so, although his case would 
still want the crowning evidence, which cannot at t be 
iven, of the experimental proof that inoculated human or 

I do not wish in the least to imply that Dr. Murchison has 
heard of Mr. Ceely’s observations, or to say one word which 
may seem to lessen the credit due to Dr. Murchison for his 
laborious and original investigation. I only think it right, as 
I have, more than even per' my colleagues on the Com- 
mission, been aware of what Mr. Ceely was doing, not if pos- 
sible to let that gentleman lose all the credit which is due to 
his independent o i 

Let me say, in conclusion, that the identity of cattle plague 
and small-pox, though probable, is not yet proved. We must 
all anxiously wait for the experimental evidence which can 
alone definitely settle this momentous question. 

am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Netley, Jan. Ist, 1866, E. A, Parkes, M.D. 


THE TREATMENT OF THE CATTLE PLAGUE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—The growing disbelief in the power of medicine to 
cope successfully with the cattle plague induces me to put on 
paper certain thoughts which have led me to form a more 
hopeful conclusion, and to ask you to give publicity to them, 
if you think it worth while so to do. 

point, I assume as sufficiently well 
e is a disorder belonging to the c of 
i it disease, akin (most closely it 


animal outright, or to try to cure the disease, and I do not 

+o answer this question ; but this I do not hesitate to 
say, that, if it be thought worth while to try and cure the 
disease, the very first indication in treatment is plainly this— 
to provide quarters where the animal will be secluded under 
favourable circumstances as to ventilation, warmth, 
cleanliness, and to make arrangements by which immediate 
admission into these quarters may be secured. 

What has to be done in the next place is not less obviously 
to provide suitable food ; and here, for our guidance, we can- 

e Commissioners appointed to make inqui respecting 
the cattle plague. ‘‘ One of the first quapeain of the disease, 
say the Commissioners, “‘ is, that the ite fails and rumi- 
nation ceases, When a dissection is e of an animal that 
has died of the e, the stomachs are usually found to con- 
tain from 100 to 200 of undigested food. This mass of 
matter interferes with the function of digestion in the case of 
new food, and further hinders the action of medicines which 
may be administered by i ion, 
soon, therefore, as the 


by warm, 


” 


the lightest mash may not be more than the 2 EBs 4 can dis- 
pose of, and whether some thin gruel with a suitable quantity 
of some alcoholic stimulant in it, beer for example, or better 
still, perhaps, common methylated spirit, might not answer 
better than any mash? I ask this question, not for the sake 
but because I know that in many 
cases in which the human digestion is at fault the use of food 
requiring digestion may be with for a time by giving 
properly regulated doses of alcoholic drinks—by giving these 

inks in doses which act as food and no more, 

I would also, before leaving the subject of diet, e 
belief that coffee (which is recommended by the 


the 

inbargh 

Committee on the Rinderpest) may be of great service, either 
imini 


alone or as a vehicle for the ion of methylated 
spirit. I should, indeed, be disposed to place much confidence 
in coffee under these circumstances, for I have long been in 
the habit of employing this drink in the treatment of low 
contagious fevers, with what seem to me very beneficial 
results. 


As to the choice of medicine, it is difficult, nay, impossible, 
to aug what be ter al 
homines tot sententiea, And, therefore, I will only say 
for my own part, what I should strive to do by medicine would 
be to fight against the state of t prostration of the vital 

wers, and that, with this in view, I should be not a 
ittle hopeful if I had at command these three w 
a mate of ammonia, chlorate of potass, and sulphite 

Sesquicarbonate of ammonia and chlorate of potass are medi- 

trefactive state of the system to be met and checked, 

Sulphite of soda is less obviously indicated in the case in 
question than sesquicarbonate of ammonia or chlorate of potass; 
but there are, as [ think, good reasons for placing much con- 
fidence in it. This medicine is recommended by the Edin- 
burgh Committee just mentioned as a prophylactic remedy in 
cases where the cattle plague is at hand ; and it is difficult to 
see why it should not have been rocommended also as a medi- 
which suggest its use in the one case appear not cogent] 
may be well to recall to remembrance. 

Sulphurous acid and its compounds the sulphites, sulphite 
of for example, have a remarkable power of ing all 
known kinds of fermentation and of retarding putrefaction ; 
and it was this fact which, a few years ago, led Professor 
Polli, of Milan, to think that these compounds might be of 
service in the treatment of diseases like i it fevers— 
diseases which are marked by strange fermentations and septic 
changes in the system, and this, too, without doing any 
inly, the evidence advanced 
in support of this view is, to say the very striking. 


| hich I am capable. Without unduly anticipating the | man; it is what is being done every day in the case of commou 
| | on financial grounds whether it is better to sacrifice a diseased 
: | of disease, its ordinary food should be changed, and, 
t | as rumination has stopped, the dry food should be replaced 
i a stimulating mashes given in moderate 
adopt these remarks as containing the 
: ue which will guide us to the proper adjustment of 
t ee the diet in the cattle plague; and the only criticism I 
| 
may be) not only to small-pox, but also to all the disorders 
which come into the broad category of contagious fever. 
are to upon the same general principles. 
In dealing with the ee what seems to | 
{7 require oe can be thought of in the | 
i way of treatment is to adopt Dr, Murchison’s suggestion and | 
of the diseased This would 
> be dune in the event of an analogous of disease in | 


jury, no 
as 
es of 
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, 5e.; E. Hall, Ulver- 


point affected the whole gist of my 
of the fact, and if the consolidation 


it lo’ 


hich the i 
of respiration, and he writes as if my 


the immediate effects of such in 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


in the cases refi 


I Sir obedient servan' 
weg Henry Wm. M.D. 
POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 


injury in w 


On this account only I trouble you with these few 


The existence of dulness would have 
murmur which Dr. Waters described 


lementary 
ete, of adjacen’ 


tation 


SHOCK TO THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 


DR. WATERS’S PAPER ON PNEUMONIA. 


ment. 


3 
4 
E 
2 


Tue Lancer,] 


Srr,—Since the publication of my letter upon the above 
them, | subject in your journal of Oct. 14th I have been engaged in 


very useful. None such is in existence, for al 


r | standard works describe, under the head of concussion of the 


portant 


Pneumonia” was under discussion at the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society. My mistake was in supposing that, in the cases he 


described, dylness on percussion existed coincidently with the 


Srr,—In your journal of last week is a letter from Dr. 
loudness and roughness 


” | Waters, of Liverpool, drawing attention to an error in the 


argu 
lines. 


fine crepi' 
rated or su 


less com 


Srr,—Since the last publication of the list of subscribers to 


the Association I have received the following sums of money :— 
G. Codd, Watford, 5s.; E. J. Worth, St. Germans, 5s.; W. B, 
stone, 10s.; E. Fenn, Uckfield, 5s.; R. Griffin, Weymouth, 21+. 


Irving, Newark, 10s.; Jas. Hair, 


to with collecting materials for a series of papers which you have been 


sags. 
$3 


be 


apparent in. 
Ln and sometimes even a less honest i 


that I have evidence derived 


I may 


da 
ditional unpublished 
Dr. Polli’s statements, reasons 


y own 
that Tam not alone in this 


sulphite | remarks I made when his paper ‘‘on the Early Physical Signs 


sesquicarbonate of | of 


herefore, | venture to think that 


of soda nem Art least a worthy 


Hella 


- 


23" 


dd ball, 


: 
) as possible of the sam _ 
. in the same way, but this difference was 
. that one had its food by itself, and that 
1 grains i ia in d Rind Ww heir 
, grains of eulphite of lime in the other case The next day | aim will be to mptoms ensuing 
animals were killed, and their carcasee set aside for | pon shock tot 
, further inspection ; four days later inspection was made, : 
' and the result was that the carcases of the two dogs to which | ther analogous f the patient as 
while ef the dag hed sulphite was far od the symptoms | bd 
There is no would be 
The power of the sulphites in cou cting the wor! though our 
a virus which produces changes in the sy : ° 
to those which are present in low fever is 
mentally in a manner which cannot well ave 0 
these experiments putrid blood and pus, or t 
logs. In half the number the ani ion 
left to their fate ; and in the o au 
histered, either by the mouth or su 
w in were pract w 
as the antidote died with ma 
h no single exception, e rd 
aly by the action of th priz e 
upon systems. y on ef 
he clinical evidence in favour id th h 
the cases in question is not v lowe r 
these nes with much advantage in lo be t he 
gang puerperal fever, and in certait ntly w 
violate what should always be h 
in therapeutics—primum est non nocere. these medicines 
that dogs were able to take for several days, without the 
slightest inconvenience, large quantities of sulphite of soda, 
lime, or magnesia ; and he instances the case of a little dog 
lime for fifteen days 
successively wi lect upon its appetite | 
his time. 
l 
4 cating a t 
the animal rallies, of this 
mate of ammonia, chlorate of 
remarks my yee 
the necessity for 
preventive measures, be the Sat 
| or any other, but to pro aioe 
i ly accepted that an animal p 
, d that medicine is po 
fully believe, indeed, tl > 
ce given it 0 
erty to expect 
d mortal at the | expec wt 
) in flit, that the cases | ncing secondary 
tha deposits. 
thi believe tha 
with, if I have i 
ion, I should nc 
ure, for, judging fro| 
le plague not 
| bability there are 
| pmned on the ground of the cattle 
: ity suffering from diseases of a 
. the honour to be, Sir, your obedient 
Cavendish-square, Jan. let, 1966. Cc. B. 
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NEWCASTLE-ON-fTYNE. —EDINBURGH.—DUBLIN. 


As the year 1865 has now I think it due to the sub- 
scribers to lay before them a short statement of the accounts. 
In Jan , 1865, there was a debt of £8 7s. ld., and duri 
the three thousan 
and odd Poor-law medical officers, £14 3s. ld.; but as the ex- 

iture during that time has been £10 13s. 1d. for printi 

pamphlets for the members of the House of Commons 
the subscribers, with and sundry small expenses, it 
follows that there is 17s. 3d. still due from the Associa- 


I am unwilling to one word of reflection on my 
brethren it must be without ade- 

meeti cannot or necessary steps 
taken to impel the Poor-law Board to improve the system of 
Poor-law relief. 


Royal-terrace I Sir, yours, &c., 
Jan. RicHARD GRIFFIN. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


THE comm! tee of the Prudhoe Convalescent Home, the 
contemplated memorial to the late Duke of Northumberland, 
has purchased a freehold site of seven acres adjoining the sea 
banks, and having an easy descent to the sands at Whitley. 
It is intended to admit the following classes of patients — 
(1) free of all payment; (2) recommended by subscribers ; 
(3) by weekly payment, We are glad to hear that building 
operations are to be commenced at an early period, for the 
committee appears to have met with more difficulty in procur- 
ing a site for the hospital than in raising the necessary £9000, 
which I understand have been already subscribed. The tem- 
porary home at Marsden has rendered good service during the 
past summer, having received 180 patients recovering from the 
effects of disease or operations, giving each an average stay of 
three weeks. 

Although our Fever Hospital has bed still occupied, I 
believe thas I am covrect'in siting thet both here and ‘at 

there is a falling off in number of typhus cases, and, 
what is as satisfactory, a marked difference for the better in 
the number of fatal ones. I believe that the Public Health 
Committee has used every means within its reach to lessen the 
effects of overcrowding and to remove nuisances ; but ‘‘ Rome 
was not built in a day,” nor can this town be cleansed, much 
less kept clean, by any tem: or § ic effort up 
in time of panic, and subsiding when the cry of ‘‘ Wolf” has 
died away. We want here some well-devised and persistent 
sanitary measures before we can expect to see any real im- 
provement in the public health. 

EDINBURGH. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


THE conversaziones at the College of were com- 
menced this season, on the 14th December, by a lecture on 
“The Recent Progress of Chemistry.” The lecturer was Dr. 
Stevenson Macadam, and the address was interesting and 
lucid, and most successfully illustrated by numerous experi- 
ments. The case of sudden death while under the influence of 
chloroform formed the subject of a communication to the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society at its meeting on 20th December, 
by Dr. J. D. Gillespie. The patient was a young lady who had 
previously had chloroform administered in larger quantity 
without injurious effect. She suffered from toothache, and 
requested Dr. Gillespie to extract the tooth. She applied to a 
dentist, but he declined to give chloroform ; for not long be- 
fore a fatal case had occurred in his own practice, the chloro- 
form being given by the usual medical attendant of the lady. 
In the present instance, Dr. Gillespie recommended his patient 
not to have chloroform, but, she insisting, he gave it, placing 
her with loosened clothes in the recumbent position. The 
whole quantity of chloroform used amounted to fifty minims. 
It was sprinkled upon a napkin in two doses. Dr. Gillespie 


respiration, &c., were at once had recourse to, but without 
effect. At the post-mortem examination ing abnormal 
was found ; the left ventricle of the heart was t 
and the cavities on the left side were eapty. the right 
side the auricle and ventricle were moderately di d 
there was no clot. Dr. Gillespie was at a loss to explain the 
and his impression was that the patient a 
peculiar variety of syncope, characterized by spasm of the left 
side of the heart ; and fact of her being under the influ- 
ence of chloroform prevented a healthy action of the hea 
being re-established. The profession is indebted to Dr. Gil- 
— for bringing this case so fully before it ; for, although no 
itional light is thrown upon the subject of death occurring 
under the influence of chloroform, it may in some measure 
check the craving for the anesthetic so frequently : 
those about to undergo a trifling or minor operation. 
position in which dental operations are performed has been 
thought to have an injurious effect, but in this instance the 
chloroform was administered by an experienced hospital sur- 
geon, who had placed the patient recumbent before the ad- 
ministration was commenced. Position in this instance could 


At the same meoting Dr. Moir, F-R.C.P., was elected presi- 
Haldane, and Gi vice- 


ave been mild and the mortality small, The 
City Parochial Board has determined not to erect any addi- 
tional accommodation, as it is presumed that the present is 
sufficient for the number of cases. 

January 2nd, 1966, 


DUBLIN. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


at the Limerick Junction, at five o’clock in the afternoon. 
The hour and place were advisedly chosen, as numerous 
trains from all parts of Ireland meet there at that hour, 
and thus was an opportunity afforded to the members 
our profession of congregating from all quarters at this cen- 
tral spot; an opportunity of which they eagerly availed 
themselves, if I am to judge from the numbers and respecta- 
bility of those who attended the tryst, many of whom had 
travelled long distances to discharge a duty in which per- 
haps, individually, they had but little personal interest. To 
your correspondent nothing could be more gratifying than 
to collect, from the general tone of the several speakers, 
that it was no selfish principle that induced them thus, at 
great inconvenience and cost, to attend this meeting, but, on 
the contrary, a generous desire on their part to uphold and 
to advance the respectability and public usefulness of our 
noble profession. I never a meeting where fewer 
private grievances were brought forward. Most of the 
speakers expressed themselves as being perfectly contented 
with their own lot, and seemed, as I have already stated, to 
be animated with but one spirit—a desire to elevate our pro- 


of his utility to the public at but, as must be acknow- 
, destitute even of a ow of or narrow- 
minded professional spirit. 


In a communication such as this, it would be entirely out 
of place to attempt to reproduce here the ipsissima verba of 
the several speakers. Suffice it to sa! j 
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| | extracted the tooth, and then noticed a peculiarity-in the 
| respiration, which almost immediately ; and on placing 
| his finger on the wrist found there was no pulse. Artifici 
| 
| i 
| a 
. presidents. The treasurer, Dr. G. W. Balfour, and the 
{ | secretaries, Drs. Watson and Dycer, were re-elected. 
| Fever is still - in the crowded - of the old town, 
; Ow the 18th of last month a most important aggregate 
q meeting of the medical profession in this country was held 
| 
— | 
- | fare; and as a consequence, a large portion of their time was 
| devoted to the consideration of how our examinations, both 
Fl | preliminary and professional, might be improved—a question 
4 | of vital importance with reference to the elevation of the 
| | medical practitioner in the social scale, and the enhancement 
p of preliminary examination it was 
| the but too goneral want of « liberal education in its mem- 
is bers tends more than any other circumstance to keep the 


position The following gentlemen, having 
Whit bow desirable the posscasion of university | quinstion ant proficiency in 


panes in arts would be in the case of every yt entering Science and Practice of Medicine, 


rofession, yet the members — saw difficult it 
necessity that existe for an adequate supp pply o 
satisfy our public requirements. Nevertheleag, all felt all felt satis- 
fied that a radical change was required in our present mode of 
testing the proficiency in preliminary education of our rising 
generation, and a very general opinion seemed to be enter- 
tained that, as matters at t stand, this would be most 
removing this duty altogether from our 
several medical and surgical co ions, and entrusting it to 
some general body, similar in character to the middle-class 
examiners of Oxford and the Queen’s Universities. 
’ With respect to professional education, also, it was felt 
that there was great room for ene and, so far as 
essional examinations went, grea’ disapprobation was ex- 
at the facility afforded els of passing at one College 
immediately after being rejected at another. Such a course 
has a most pernicious influence, bemagon | our corporations to 
hold out inducements to students to their — in pre- 
ference to those of competing sey ae Jniformity in 
professional examinations was earnestly advocated, and it was 
suggested that the General Medical Couneil should take steps 
to enforce a regulation prohibiting a student rejected at one 
licensing body trom presenting himself elsewhere for examipa- 
tion at an canter period than six months after such rejection. 
Apropos of the General Medical Council, I may inform you 
that but one opinion was entertained of it by the meeting, 
that of universal dissatisfaction at its shortcomings in every 
Ss in which good had been anticipated of it at its 
itution. In addition to the failure of the Medical Council, 
so far as education was concerned, a strong opinion was «:x- 
that it should have taken moro energetic measures in 
its treatment of the baneful tribe of advertising quacks ; and, 
in fact, the expression of the sentiments of the meeting was 
an but complimentary to that au body. 
may mention as some evidence of the interest taken in 
matters medical by the general public in this country, that a 
staff of reporters attended from the metropolitan 
ree ame =e and that, in addition to their re of 
proceedings, in most of them there also ypearedl eading 
pert les some one or other of the 
In my next letter I shall nalae 


In annus medicus in your last 
week's number appear some appro remarks, 
back to memory*the recollection of the great ones of our pro- 
fession who have disappeared from the scene d the e 
year. This day, however, a new edition of hyo Rud 
peared that will recall to our thoughts one who, oh ie periad 
of his death, was in the zenith of his tation, and who was 
just commencing to reap the fruits of a harvest, the seeds of 
which were sown in a laborious youth ; I allude to the late 
John Moore Neligan. A new edition of his treatise on 
‘* Diseases of the Skin” has just issued from the press, edited 
in an able manner by his former pupil, Dr. Belcher. Tous on 
this side of the ( ‘hannel, who know its present editor to be a 
ripe scholar and accoMplished dermatologist, its 
the profession is already looked upon as un fait accompli. 


Dublin, January 2nd, 1868. 


Hledical 
Roya or Puysicians or Lonpon.—At a 


meeting of the Fellows held on Friday, Dec. 22nd, 1865, 
following tember of the College was duly admitted 
Fellow of the same :— 


Kennion, George, M.D. Edin., Harrogate. 


At the same meeting the following gentlemen, ha hel 
gone the necessary examination, were duly admitted 
of the College :— 

Archer, Good Hope. 

Bastian, Hi Chariton, M. Broadmoor, Wokingham. 

Duck worth, M.D. hain e-street. 

Hicks, John ale, Lond., St. ital. 


Lash, John Alfred, M.D. St. Andrews, Fisherton House, 
Pye-Smith, Philip Lode -D. Lond., Anchor-terrace, South: 


duly admitted 
stad to practise Physic as 


Barber, William H. 

Barraclough, Robert ‘Satton, Streatham-hill. 

Backle, William Turberville, New Ormond-street. 

Freeman, Henry William, United Hospital, Bath. 
German, Joseph, Friar Gate, Derby. 

Hall, Henry John, Maud-road, Carter-street, Walworth. 


Haydon, Nathaniel ‘Phomas John, 
Kempthorne, John, Callington, Cornwall 


Mailan, Wiliem James, Rye, Sussex. 
Smith, ‘James William, Whitby. 
Stedman, James Rotherfield-street, Islington. 
Thorne, Richard Thorne, Sussex House Asylum, Hammersmith. 
Hatt.— The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 28th, 1865 :-— 


Patten, Charles Arthar, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Watts, Alfred Bullock, ‘University College. 


The following gentleman also on the same day passed his 
first examination :— 

Smith, Robert Harman, Guy's Hospital. 

THe number of deaths in London last week was 
1603 ; the births were 1674. 

Tae Ivesriate Asytum or (United 
States) has o Re another ward, which will accommodate 
twenty-two additional patients. 

Decemper.—On Friday last the town 
of Neury, in Scotland, was visited by a severe storm of thunder 
and lightning. 


A Horst-Mrat Sor has been opened in Paris ; 
the event will be celebrated by a festival, princips | dishes 
at which will be horse meat. 


Suppty or Mitx ro tHe Merroponis.—4,7 32,200 
ee milk are annually consumed by the population of 


AntHropotoeicaL Socrery.—From a report given 


at the meeting held on Tuesday last, it Die a 210 mem- 
the past year. 


Fever tHe West Inpres.—Twenty- 
seven cases of — fever had been admitted into the Sea- 
men’s Hospital in trae of November last, and three 
deaths occurred in the a fortnight. 


CHOLERA IN is a noteworth 
fact that, dw the forty years in which ths 
no case of Asiatic cholera has 
ever occurred in the basin ef country embracing the mineral 
springs of Virginia. 

Westminster Hosprrat.—On Wednesday 
the Very Rev. Dean Stanley 
inmates of that institution with a .. in commemoratien 
of the 800th anniversary of the f 
Abbey. 

A Testimoy1at.—The following ph has been 
forwarded to us by the Secretary of the Victona_ Provident 
Fund, with a request for its insertion :—On New Year's day 
the Committee of the Victoria Benefit Sick and Provident 
Assurance Society presented Dr. Edmunds with a very hand- 
some silver salver, accompanied by a tea and coffee set and 
other articles of silver plate. They were all of beautiful manu- 

Benes and Sons. The salver bore the 


-| The total number of members is 660 


guin 
eM D. the Victoria a Society to James Edm 
in recognition distinguished services 
skill as physician to the Society.” 
METROPOLITAN late John Sykes, 
recently decease Navy, of Bolsover-street, Port- 


-place, recently deceased, has bequeathed to each of the 
ermentioned medical charities in m £100 free 

of tt duty, viz.:—The Royal Free Hospital, Gray's-inn- 
road, Universi Hospital, the Dreadnought Hospital 
Ship, off ‘ord ; St. ~~ Hospi Paddin; ; and 
the Brompton To ‘the Convalescent 
Hospital at Walton-on has bequeathed 
ities net 


£50 free of legacy to 
‘strictly medical. oy 
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MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.—BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


[Jan. 6, 1866. 


HEALTHINESS OF Tronciaps.—The follo curious 


general practitimer in that city, Mr. . Nugent, of 
after he Mr. Wallace, 
street 

known. In 1823 Mr. Read obtained his 
Licentiate of the Apothecaries’ Hall of ; shortly after 
he settled in England, and ultimately established himself in 


Loving bed, the ensington, where he resided over forty 
e time, a good but 
laborious of kind and generous dis- 


a holiday trip, he had a fall, when his hip pps 
him to be confined to the house for a Tow co 


zaroni and of his son, Mr. T. Red at Petersham-terrace. 


MEDICAL VACANCIES. 


Chester General onorary onorary Surgeon. 
Ross Union (St, Weomards Distt) Medical Officer. 
The Chair of Practice of Anderson’s University, Glasgow, 
an, 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr. J. H. Araen.ey, of , has been elected Medical Officer and Public 
Sor ‘0. 2 of the Nottingham Union, vice J. Hall, 
Mr. W. Brswor has been elected Dispenser to the Western Dispensary, 
way, Westminster. 
Mr. W. Borwy hs appointed Resident Obstetric Assistant at the 


Middlesex 
T.A. seen, .R.C.S.E., has been elected to the Huddersfield 
resigned. 


Surgeon 
and U firmary, vice F. Greenwood, M.R.C.S. 
been be appointed one of the Su te the 


Diseases of the Skin, Bri 
Damanr,* | L. RAC. 8. Ed, (late the Iron has been 


w. Daniell, M.R.C.S.E 
E. 8. Guzen, he 
York 


C. Roberts, M.R.C.S.E., 
A. O. Grosvzvon, M.D., 
Surgical Diseases 


vice Alex. Bottle, M.D., 
J. Hawt, M.B.C.8.E., has been e' Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
ed: 12 or Wilford District of the Basford Union, Nottinghamshire, 


Harrsx, M.D., Assistant 
‘Asylum, has been a) ited Medical vice Dr. 
elected Superin' tional Lunatic Asy' 


pensary 
E. Houta, L.R.C.P.Ed., has been elected Medical Officer and Publie Vacci- 
nator for the rs i District of the Lisnaskea 
Union, vice J. W. L.K.Q.C.P.L, resigned. 


E. 8. Jowxs, L.R.C.P.L., been elected H to the Weston- 
super-Mare Hospital and Dispensary, vice E. E. M.R.CS.E., re- 
W. 8. Love, M.R.C.S.E., has been electe* Medical Officer Public Vacci- 
nator for District No. 1 the Landon and Union vise 
A. M, M‘Warwwrs, F.R.C.S.E., has been 
the Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, New Bridge-street, Blac 
H. Paxson, L.R.C.P.L., has been elected Medical Officer and 


nator 
Jones, F.R.C.S.E., d 

J.C. Ropzers, L.R.C.P., has been ted one of the Surgeons to the 
newly-established Dispensary, 

pee has been appointed Assistant House-Surgeon to the 


pensary, Sheffield. 
Mr. E. N. Surat has been appointed Honorary Apothecary to the Lock Hos- 
J. M.R.C) has been 
Bradford Infirmary and 


Dispensary, vice H. Spencer, M. Can, 


E. r. oe M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
ee ee 2 of the Blandford Union, Dorsetshire, vice E. O. 
Cc. F. M.R.CS.E. has been elected Medical Officer and Publie Vac- 
cinator for the Church Hulme District of the Congleton Union, Cheshire, 


F.C, 
8. has been lected Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
the or No. 2 District of the Whitechapel Union, 
lliason, M. 


Mr. Wr House Sargece to the Brodfoed 


vice A. Davidson, M.B., C. ~ 
A Vind Midland Countice Hospital and Dispensary fo 
i ‘oun! 

of Women and Children, vice H. Owens, M.D. 

newly-established 

J, Waxarcrort, M.R.C.S. has been elected Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 1 of the Nottingham Union, vice C. Huth- 
ROSE. hes 

E. 8, Wareut, M.R.C.S. been appointed Surgeon to the Great Eastern 


Pirths, Marriages, and Deaths. 
BIRTHS. 
atc tag Hertford, the wife of Herbert B. 
Middlesex, the wife of Ernest Ringrose, 
ee Do! , North W: the 
on thea Dolgel igelley, ales, wife of John E. 


On the 29th ult., at Bampton, the wife of Henry J. Edwards, 
M.R.C.S.E., of a son. 


| 
: Be appointed Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator for District No. 3 of 7 
Witt gard the healthiness Will DC | T. H. Fern, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Mi Officer and Public Vacci- 
j found interesting. It is proved and Winstree Union, Essex, vice 
{4 greater confinement, owing to the these ships bei . 
much nearer to the water than those of wooden vessels, the to the T 
. health of the men has in no wise suffered, but, on the con- the London 
trary, has been better than that of sailors on board the old Notting-h 
| ships. In one instance there was but a single case of sickness 
daring the period of 165 days. 
re Lunatic 
Brushfield, 
lum. 
Obituary uth Public 
| 
THOMAS READ, ESQ., KENSINGTON. 
Tus gentleman, whose death occurred at his residence, 
Honiton-street, Kensington, on Dec. 13th, 1865, was sixty- 
four years of age. He was born in Dublin in 1801, and after 
4 
f 
| 
inction, he OOK lively interest in nat reiatec e | 
of medical science, and had a sensitive regard for | 
of He was a very sound and suc- 
cessful practitioner ; and in the early part of his career was | 
on intimate terms of acquaintance with the then leading mem- 
bers of the profession in London. For two years Mr, 
was a great sufferer, and confined to his bed on acco 
on 
h 
tT, @ Cad, a & acciden 
curved, and within a short time symptoms of loss of power 
over the lower limbs showed themselves, and increased rapid] 
| until complete paralysis developed itself, which terminated 
| in his death. At a post-mortem examination made on the 
; morning following his death by Mr. Pick, of St. George’s Hos- 
4 pital, and Mr. Guazzaroni, the fifth and sixth dorsal vertebre a 
were found to be in a state of caries, from which there was an 
q exudation, resembling tuberculous matter, pressing on the 
q its length. During his illness Mr. Read was wae 
. visited by Drs. J. A. Wilson, Gull, and C. B. cliffe ; 
{ Messrs. Prescott Hewett, Solly, W. Adams, Hilton, Barnard 
JUth Ult., at Sidmou lla, New- ammersmi wife 
On the 30th alte at Porth, the wife of G. 8. Davie, MD, 
be Assistant-Surgeon G. 
: Artilioey, of a daughter. 
MARRIAGES. 
a At the Parish Church, the Rev. Anthony Lawson Mayhew, of St. Paul's, 
4 Derby, to Jane Innes, second daughter of John Griffin, M.D., of Banbury, 
on, 
a the 19th at Bensham, Alfred of Croydon, to 
| DEATHS. 
On the 17th ult., Edward Wing, M.D., Resident Physician-Superintendent of 
the General Lunatie Asylum, Northampton, aged 47. 
Taz Lancrr of the 23rd ult., p. 720, we have ascertained that the paragraph | On the 20th ult., at Stratheden Villas, New-road, Hammersmith, very sud- 
: in question was literally correct. T. W. Damant (we said nothing about denly, Martha Peters, the wife of T. M. ee See, wk Oe. 
ig “ Dr.”) was elected, and we believe the election was actually confirmed by | On the 2ist ult., at the residence of his father, James Henry, 2. Pe 
i the Poor-law Board. It appears that an application was made by “Thos. House, Birkenhead, Staff Assistant-Surgeon Richard Henry, late of the 
W, the they | On the 22nd ult., ‘at Wesley-street, Liverpool, Wm. M‘Kee, M.RB.C.S.Ed., 
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Go Correspondents. 


‘Tux British Medical Journal makes a droll attempt to hatch the eggs in the 
mare’s nest which it discovered apropos of Taz Lawoxzt and the ovario- 
But, of course, it has to admit—(1) that the passage 


name of its author, a distinguished 
within his alleged personal knowledge ; (2) that we published in full the re- 
clamations addressed to us on the subject, and expressed regret that a per- 


accident.” 

Mr. B. Fenn.—There is no such Society. The Medical Benevolent Fund is 
the nearest approach to such an Association. 

A Young Cryptogamist.—The volume in question has been long out of print. 


Mepicat ix tas Navy. 
To the Editor of Tax Lamont. 


Sra,—The | enumeration of 
from the Navy List 


surgeons :— 

The present naval medical staff com: 1 
annum ; 41 £78 to per annum; 15 
(of thirty service upwards in the 
navy, £620 per annum) ; staff surgeons (surgeons over wenty years’ ser- 
vice), £401 per annum (over twenty-five years service, £456 per annum) 
1598 £273 to £328 £182 to 


Justitia. —He might legally do so; but it could not be justified on any prin- 
ciple of honour, A person who would make such redactions must be a 
paltry fellow indeed. 

J. W. H.—Exempt at the Hall; not at the College. 

Mr. C. Williams (Norwich) is thanked for his communication. 


Ivocutatine Carrie. 
—In Natal, where they have constantly 
animals by introducing the virus in 
is found so efficacious there’ 


Distaicr, Stocxrort. 


‘Tux proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Stockport Union with 


respect to the election of a medical officer of the Marple district were 


our impression from the report in the Stockport papers, it is probable Mr. 
Moore has been placed on the Register. Still he was not qualified by law 
to hold the appointment at the time of his election. We call attention to 
these proceedings as they involve questions of interest both to the public 
and the profession :— 


1855.” 
A Young Surgeon will perceive that the list appears in the present number 


aware that some medical pany iptions 
for the use of a giass-tube or m: ine-spoon, with a view to avoid- 


directions 
ing their deleterious effects in the mouth + these I = to be inefficient 


for the one and ti 
which 


cepti 
I am sure that all respectable and druggists 
sod Sores to the same which could be vo every bottle 


Mr. Arthur Weymont should place himself in the hands of his medica 
attendant, who will recommend the person most qualified to render the 
assistance 


required. 
Studens.—The Caledonian Mercury, Edinburgh. 
BR. B. A—He can call himself “doctor,” but he cannot append M.D. to-his 


Tae or Mas. Kay. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


of Key :-— 
SS 


Wa. 


Cambridge —The person whose letter, dated from Bath, appears in the Cam- 
bridge Independent Press of December 23rd, on the Cattle Plague, is 
beneath notice. 

A. B. C.—Huss’s work on Chronic Alcoholism. 


am, 


its dorsal continuation. 
St. Leonards, December 30th, 1865. 


Scmoot, 


. somewhat peculiar, We have nothing to do with any alleged private 
arrangement made between the late medical officer and his successor as tu 
the payment of an annuity out of the salary, however irregular such 
arrangement may be. But it certainly does seem remarkable that the 
complained of was contained in a scientific communication he: y the Clerk to the guardians, and even Dr. Smith, should have fallen into the 
singular error of regarding registration as a mere matter of form, or of 
pounds, shillings, and pence. When an Act of Parliament is so regarded 
by those in authority, it is not wonderful that the general public should 
sonal question had been introduced by the writer into a scientific discussion ; esteem it lightly. For the edification of the Clerk and Dr. Smith, we beg 
(3) that we published in full the same week we received it the judgment of leave to reprint the following clause of the statute. It may yet be a ques- 
the professional arbitrators who were appointed in accordance with the prin- tion of law whether Mr. Moore has been legally elected to the office ; at all 
ciples of which we are the avowed advocates. The British Medical Journal, events he cannot hold it until he be registered. By this time, gathering 
therefore, would better have consulted the honour of the profession, which 
it makes its cheval de bataille on the occasion, by apologizing for the un- 
founded slander, to which it was urged apparently by the desire which it 
manifests so frequently to bring itself into notice by barking at our heels, 
rather than by continuing in face of an open failure to justify “ its little 
“XXX VI.—After the Ist day of July, 1859, no person shall hold any 
intment as a physician, surgeon, or other medical officer either in the 
military or naval service, or in emigrant or other vessels, or in any hos- 
pital, infirmary, dispensary, or lying-in hospital, not supported wholly by 
voluntary contributions, or in any lunatic asylum, gaol, penitentiary, 
house of Rouse of industes, parochial or union workhouse or 
pee or other public establishment, body, or institu- 
Po r or to any friendly or other society for affording mutual relief in sick- 
ness, infirmity, or old age, or as a medical officer of health, unless he be 
ee... medical staff of the comp, toon sagienenss under this Act : ded always that nothing in this Act con- 
yer, may interest students young ned shall extend to autadie any of the provisions of the Passengers 
of Tax Lancer. 
Dr. E. Drummond.—The case shall receive attention. 
per anu Errzcts or Actps ox tax 
count as service. There were The To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
entire staff was—l Director-Gen 7 oe Deputy-Inspectors- —will permit me, through the medium of your to as 
General, 251 surgeons (incloding staff), and assistant-surgeons 553 medi- ional readers that they will give consideration 
cal officers. allowances (co: or otherwise), there are none in the | to the following of great importance to the public, and one that I 
navy. The prizes are: 22 appointments as Inspector: and Deputy Inspectors, feel assured only requires ventilation to attract the attention it deserves ? 
General emeng ty not average 3| My object is to point out the daily increasing necessity that all prescrip- 
yearly; the mean was 25, and tions containing tn any form, however much diluted, should be sccom- 
rank may be looked forward to about ten years’ service as yt ey 
surgeon. A surgeon entering the navy at twenty-two, and limiting himself the neglect of euch « mensure that I foul it my duty to bring the ealiess 
to ten years assistant-surgeon and four years of half pay, a moderate calca- | forward wi further delay. When I assure you, Sir, that contact with 
lation, at forty-six years of age may complete twenty years’ full-pay exrvice, oid ls more permanently prejadicial to the teeth than anything I could men- 
and attain the rank of staff surgeon, at 22s. per day. pr Nay Ft tion, you and your readers will be able to make your own estimate as to the 
bably include all parts of the world where there is a naval station (West of damage the public at present sustains from this cause. I am quite 
Coast of Africa, &c.), with the accompanying risk from tropical climates, 
diseases, &c. This is no exaggeration. 1 am merely relating what numbers 
Naval officers wi net, imagine, be clthes 
or mercenary in asking for a more adequate remuneration. h the mouth with a 
bat it is what their pay and tion w (eI gt bY! : ive, 
slight wi cause 80 a 
many to leave a few years’ service, and it is to be hoped, the con- 
Admiralty Commission will remedy. ours truly, 
—— 18th, 1865. BN. I am, Sir, faithfully yours, 
Wx. D. M.R.C.S. & Dental Surgeon. 
Studens.—Like most other questions, there is something worth hearing on George-street, Hanover-square, Dec. 13th, 1965. 
both sides. However, the matter will probably be definitely settled before 
another session. 
Mr. R. M. Pigot shall be answered in the next Lawcsrt. 
‘A Searcher in Vain.—A general index to the whole series was issued by the i 
Pathological Society last year. 
Luther.—Dr. Winslow's Psychological Journal ceased to appear a year or two 
back. name. 
Svear. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Sre,—Will you kindly ask your correspondent to tell us more about Brahee | Srz,—Will you be 
sugar? What is its composition, what is the dose, how administered, and sdialstte toon 
what is the cost ? Yours faithfully Dr. Cornelius 
Aldersgate-street, Jan. Ist, 1866. C. Hose, L.R.C.P. Edin. . 
*,* We have received upwards of twenty letters, making the above and Mrs. Watkins .. . 
similar inquiries. I am, Sir, yours truly, 
253, Essex-road, Islington, Jan. 2ud, 1366. 
| 
Constans.—The agent is a powerful escharotic, and must be used with f 
caution. 
Tus Sasrrietp Meprcat ScHooL. 
Sra, t the cattle diease, they To the Béitor of Tax Lawcet. 
part of the tail. stndy of anatomy st our institution is at present prevented, 
not t ) be introduced here with | the apparent destruction of school caused by one of the medical 
. equal success? Oxen in the colony in question are inoculated when about a | of the workhouse begining to prohibit the use of his unclaimed dead for dis- 
section. Why our studies ld be so prevented and our time lost for no 
tho lenger portion of the tall baving & t importance not to be 
® inflammation which, thus localized, has saved the 's life at cost of | passed unnoticed. 
P. T. B. January ist, 1966, 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
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Forensicus must beware of asserting 100 much, Sci is always cauti 
even when far more exact than it is in the present instance. The cor- 
puscles in the blood of man, the hare, dog, and rabbit, are nearly of the 
same size. The measured size of the corpuscles in human blood has varied 
from 1-3000th of an inch to 1-4000th, the average being 1-3200th of an inch 
in diameter. Our correspondent may refer with advantage to a recent 
number of the Australian Medical and Surgical Review, in which appears an 
account of a dispute in the colony as to whether a blood-stain found on a 
man’s trousers be or be not the blood of a human being. 


Mepicar Asststayts. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
—Will again kindly allow me to remark on “A Principal's” letter 
which ra your impression of December 23rd. The ——— points 
letter remain unanswered, and it is quite. unnecessary to recapi- 


“A Principal's” letter seems to me to be a ridiculous and contradictory 
of composition as seqenms the matter in a. He must be labour- 
faced a delusion; for his language is evi ec pointed to a respectable 
= whom, for dist’ ion’s sake, we will non- protession: —vit., 
t ex ipals are to ‘orm the ‘drudgery’ in a 
ry, whilst the assistant te his siesta by his own fireside?” This 
no comment. With regard to “assistants ype Le to be poor if they 

marry,” that depends who they get married to. observations regarding 
partnership are out of place; for | do not suppose “ Prineipal” would take 
an assistant in partnership unless he had money to invest; and at the same 
time I do not think an assistant would agree to it unless he knew that at t!2 
least the responsibility would be equal, or he would get his money again. 

otherwise must be merely an advance of salary. 
To sum up. Medical assistants are engaged to visit, attend midwifery, and 
and are to be treated in all respects as gentlemen. They nd it 
nearly all dispensing, and not the other, which is to enable them to gain a 
amount of practical experience, and so fit them to assume the position 
of principals (and for which they go out as assistants principally). Prin- 
~ ought to give their assistants every opportunity of becoming acquainted 
ith the “higher portion of their profession” (for as regards the other, 
dispensers are quite qualified to perform), and treat their assistants as they 
engage to do—viz., as gentlemen or one of the family ; and until they do this 
there will ever be dissatisfaction. In fine, 1 would ask, would it be well for 
“Principal” and his compeers if assistants kept to the exact tenor of their 
ent? I think not, and would advise medical assistants to do so, and 
then I fancy things wouid be pretty much the other way. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
December, 1865, Mepicvs. 


A Sudbscriber—1. The Factory Inspectors, 10, Whitehall-place, 8.W.—2. The 
“remedy” is a secret one, and cannot be recommended. 
Probang, (Cork.)—Gibb, Johnson, or Mackenzie. 
Mr. T. Osborne Walker.—The patient should have been handed over to her 
usual medical ai tendant. 
Mipitta Surexons. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
—Several of my medical friends are, and fave been for a number of 
year the militia but your correspondent, “ M.D.,” oP to 
ve been more fortunate than they, for they have never heard 
allowance for militia surgeons, except in the embodied state. I was Pei 
in the service, and did not get it. Gi some get it, all ought; and there are 
two 8 of going about it: the surgeons of a regiment should apply to the 
War ice, through their colonel, for permission to charge dotging | allowance 
in their training account; or they may charge it in the account, if the adju- 


tant is ian ~ pay, subject to its being disallowed at the War ‘Office, where |. 


an be made through the colonel if mage 6 

If* MLD.” ” Soe surer way to the allowance, he will 
confer a as, ~ Your o ent servant, 

January, 1866. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


—Will your correspondent, “M.D.,” kindly give the name of a militia 
regiment the medical officers of which have received lodging money during 
the annual training since 1860 ?—Your obedient servan' 


January, 1866. ANOTHER 114 SurGrow. 


Every communication, whether intended for publication or otherwise, must 
be authenticated by the name and address of the writer. Papers not 
accepted cannot be returned. Articles in newspapers, to which attention 

- is sought to be directed, should be marked. Communications not noticed 
in the current number of Tax Lancer will receive attention the following 
week. 

Communications, Letrers, &c., have been received from—Dr. yar mm 
Dr. Murchison; Dr, Henry Bennet; Dr. Buch ; 

Dr. Parkes, Netley ; Dr. Buzzard ; Dr. Fuller; Dr. at Be. West, Alford ; 
Dr. Gayler, Belper; Dr. Drammond, York; Dr. Dobson, Windermere ; 
Mr. Crofts; Mr. Lovell; Mr. White (with enclosure) ; Dr. Davies, Merthyr; 
Mr. Meymott, Ludlow; Mr. Kissengen; Mr. Knaggs; Dr. Thornton; 
Dr. Hingston ; Mr. Hodges, Hertford; Mr. Prowse ; Mr. Lodge, St. Asaph ; 
Dr. Ward, Chobham; Mr. E. M. Thompson; Mr. Lomas; Mr. Appleby; 
Mr. Hill; Mr. Pigot, Leamington; Dr. Williams; Mr. Crabb, Strabane ; 
Dr. Barclay; Mr. Fenn; Mr. Napier; Mr. Greenway, Saudy ; Mr. Braddon, 
Manchester ; Dr. Shannon, Grantham ; Mr. Edwards, Bampton ; Mr. New; 
Dr. Graham, Tavistock; Mr. Green; Dr. Harding, Whittlesley ; Dr. Smart, 
Edinburgh ; Dr. Palfrey; Dr. Maysmor; Mr. Radley ; Mr. Macdonald (with 
‘ enclosure); Mr. Bird; Mr. Bramhall, Whitchurch; Mr. Sadler, Barnsley; 
Dr. Davies, Perth; Mr. Maskell; Dr. Dixon, Gresford (with enclosure) ; 
Dr. Hogg; Mr. Sutton, Worksop; Mr. Wilcock ; Mr. Horsell; Mr. Walker; 
Mr. Bishop, Culworth; Mr. Knott; Mr. Arnison, Carlisle; Mr. Brewer; 
Mr. Sutton, Sittingbourne ; Mr. T. Davies, Conway ; Dr. Gill; Mr. Whalley, 
Bradford ; Dr. Davey, Northwoods; Dr. Muspratt ; Rev. J. Adeney, Flowton ; 


Dr. Taylor; Mr. Harvey; Mr. Roberts; Mr. Hardesty, Gifford ; Mr. Willis ; 
Mr. M‘Intyre; Mr. Pitman ; Mr. Thomas; Dr. Graeme; Mr. Dake, Battle; 
Mr. Anson (with enclosure); Mr, M‘Nicol, Tarbert ; Mr. A. L. de Ternant ; 
Mr. Bower ; Mr. Johnson, Bassingham ; Mr. Norris; Mr. Price; Dr. Ward; 
Mr. Barber; Dr. Rose, Kidderminster; Mr. Ure; Mr. Biggs; Dr. White; 
Mr. Bradbury (with enclosure) ; Dr. Wahu, Nice; Dr. J. BE. Jones; Luther ; 
Studens; A Subscriber; J. W. H.; Probang; A Twenty-eight Years’ Sub- 
seriber; Another Militia Surgeon; Enquirer; H. D.; B.J.T.; RB. B. A.; 
Ethnological Society ; A Student at the Sheffield Medical School; A. B. Z.; 
L, EB. ; Ex-Militiaman ; Medicus (P.); R. 8. L. (with enclosure) ; A. H.; 
Cueamber ; C.T.; C.U.; A Young Surgeon; Q. E.; M.J.; P. T. B.; 
Tux Toronto Globe and the Repablic (Richmond, Va.) have been received. 


Moric Biary of the 


Monday, Jan. 8. 

Sr. Mazx’s Hosprrar vor anv Disxases or THE Rucrum.— 
Operations, 9 and 1} 

Merrorourran Frex PM. 

Meproan Soctery or Lonpon.—S} p.m. Dr. Anstie (Lettsomian Lectures), 
“On Certain Painful Affections of the Fifth Nerve.” 

Opontotoeicat Society.—8 p.m. Annual General Meeting for Election of 
Officers and Council. 


Tuesday, Jan. 9. 


Gvv’s Hosrrran.—Operations, 14 

Wasrminster Hosprray.—Operations, 2 

oLoeicaL Socrery oF pm. Mr. J. F. “On the 

Physical Forms of the Lapps.”—Col. Phayre : “ Notes on 
of the Indo-Chinese Nations and Tribes.”—Miss A. P. A “On 
Characteristics of South Sclavonic Races.” 

Royat Mepicat Curevrercat Socrery. — 8} pw. Mr. ~ 
the Pathology and Treatment of Lateral Curvature of the Spine.”— 
Dr. Radcliffe, “ On Acute Uncomplicated Myocarditis.” 


Wednesday, Jan. 10. 

Mrpp.iesex Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 

Sr. Maxy’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 14 

St. Bartwocomew’s Hosrrran.—Operations, 1} 

Sr. Tromas’s 14 é 

Great Hosprta,.—Operations, 2 

Loyvon Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 

Socrety.—7 p.m. Couneil.—6 vm. Dr. Bright: “Observations 
on Diphtheria.” 

Mrcroscorrcan Socrery., — 8 Mr. E. G. Lobb, “On an 
nator by Prof. Smith, of Gambia, Ohio, U.S.;” “On the best of 
Ilamination with High Powers for Difficult Objects.” é 


Thursday, Jan. 11. 


Loxpow Hosrrrar.—Operations, 1 
Sr. Ggorer’s Hosrrran.—Operations, 1 

Loypowx Home.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

West Lonpow Hosprtat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Ortmorapic Hosrrrar.—Operations, 2 r. 


Friday, Jan. 12. 


Saturday, Jan. 13. 


Sr. Taomas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 9} a.m. 

Sr. Bartuotomew’s Hosrrran.—Operations, 14 
Krye’s HosrrraL.—Operations, 14 
Roya. Faux 14 
Hosrrta,.—Operations, 2 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 
For 7 lines and under .........20 4 Forhalfapage......... 13 0 
For every additional line...... 0 0 6 | Por @ 5 O 

The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week) should be delivered at 
the Office not later than Wednesday; those from the country must bo 


Stampep. 
To go free by post. 
Three Months 0 88 


Post-office Orders in should be addressed to Guonem Fant, 
= 48 2 made payable to him at the the 


“Tan Lance: may be obtained from every respectable Bookseller or Newoman 
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